
IX ENCONTRO DA ABCP 

 

 

 

 

Instituições políticas 

 

 

 

 

 

BUILDING LOCAL TRENCHES: INTRA-PARTY LINKAGES AND 
ELECTORAL PERFORMANCE IN BRAZIL, 1996-2010. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

George Avelino (FGV-EAESP) 

Ciro Biderman (FGV-EAESP) 

Leonardo Barone (CEPESP-FGV) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brasília, DF 
04 a 07 de agosto de 2014 

  



BUILDING LOCAL TRENCHES: INTRA-PARTY LINKAGES AND 
ELECTORAL PERFORMANCE IN BRAZIL, 1996-2010. 

George Avelino (FGV-EAESP) 
Ciro Biderman (FGV-EAESP) 

Leonardo Barone (CEPESP-FGV) 
 
 
 
 
Resumo do trabalho: 
 
In a previous paper, we estimated a positive effect of electing a mayor on the 
local performance of the mayor’s party in statewide proportional elections 
realized two years later. In this paper, again, we employ a regression 
discontinuity design (RDD) to focus on observations in which the electoral 
difference between the elected mayor and the runner-up is very tight. At this 
time, however, we used an enlarged dataset that covers elections between 
1996 and 2010. This procedure allows us to explore parties’ heterogeneity in 
both cross-section and temporal analyses. Main results show that the positive 
effect of electing a mayor on party performance holds for the entire period. 
Moreover, the effect is connected to party characteristics, reinforcing our claim 
that we are indeed testing party’s strength with this specification. 
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8 As discussed earlier, for municipal elections we have two types of candidates (mayor and city councilors 
- "vereadores"). 
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vm,p,t +2 = α + δdm,p,t + τ t yt + τ dt ytdm,p,t + V (xm,p,t ,dm,p,t;β)

+ γ kzm,p ,t
k

k=1

Z

� + λkz m,p,t
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k=1

Z 

� + μkwm,t
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k

w m,t
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k

Z ≤ Z and W ≤ W
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5.1 DO PARTIES MATTER? POOLED ANALYSIS. 
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5.2. HETEROGENEITY, DIRECT AND INDIRECT EFFECTS 
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5.3. WHICH PARTY DOES MATTER? 
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TABLES 

 

Table 1: Average Percentage of Votes for Federal Congressmen for Parties that loose previous 
Mayor Election (control) and For Parties that won previous Mayor Election (treated) by Year 
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standard errors in parenthesis 

Source: Tribunal Superior Eleitoral (TSE) 
 

 

 

 

 

Table 2: Impact of Mayor Election (1996 to 2008) on Subsequent (1998 to 2010) Federal 
Congressman's Votes for Different Specifications/Samples 

 

Covariates and sample restriction Coefficient % Baseline 

1. Complete sample 0.042* 27% 

2. Complete sample controlling for % votes for councilors 0.018* 12% 

3. Complete sample controlling for % affiliates 0.039* 25% 

4. Margin of Victory<5% 0.023* 15% 

5. Municipalities Margin of Victory<3% 0.020* 13% 

6. Municipalities Margin of Victory<2% 0.015** 10% 

7. Municipalities Margin of Victory<3% + % votes councilors 0.018* 11% 

8. Municipalities Margin of Victory<3% + % affiliates 0.020* 13% 
* significant at 1%; ** significant at 5%; *** significant at 10%. 

Baseline considered as the average percentage of votes for Federal Congressman 
Regressions controlling for a 4th degree polynomial equation on the margin of victory 

Source: Tribunal Superior Eleitoral (TSE) 
 

  



Table 3: Impact of Mayor Election (1996 to 2008) on Subsequent (1998 to 2010) Federal 
Congressman's Voter Controlling for Different Variables 
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* significant at 1%; ** significant at 5%; *** significant at 10%. 

Regressions controlling for a 4th degree polynomial equation on the margin of victory (coefficients 
omitted) restricted to municipalities that the margin of victory was bellow 3%. 

Source: Tribunal Superior Eleitoral (TSE) and IBGE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 4: Impact of Mayor Election on Subsequent Federal Congressman's Vote by Year 
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* significant at 1%; ** significant at 5%; *** significant at 10%. 
Regressions controlling for % of affiliates, incumbency, population and a 4th degree polynomial equation 
on the margin of victory (coefficients omitted) restricted to municipalities that the margin of victory was 

bellow 3%. 
Source: Tribunal Superior Eleitoral (TSE) and IBGE 

 

  



Table 5: Heterogeneity on the Impact of Mayor Election (1996 to 2008) on Subsequent (1998 
to 2010) Federal Congressman's Voter 
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* significant at 1%; ** significant at 5%; *** significant at 10%. 

Regressions controlling for a 4th degree polynomial equation on the margin of victory (coefficients 
omitted) restricted to municipalities that the margin of victory was bellow 3%. 

Source: Tribunal Superior Eleitoral (TSE) and IBGE 
 

 

 

 

 

Table 6: Impact of Mayor Election on the Change in the Proportion of Affiliates During 
Mayor's Term by Year 
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* significant at 1%; ** significant at 5%; *** significant at 10%. 
Regressions controlling for party share on votes for councilors, incumbency, population and a 4th degree 

polynomial equation on the margin of victory (coefficients omitted) restricted to municipalities that the 
margin of victory was bellow 3%. 

Source: Tribunal Superior Eleitoral (TSE) and IBGE 
 

  



Table 7: Number of Municipalities with Less than Two Hundred Thousand Voters for which 
the Party Won Municipal Election by Party and Year 
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Source: Tribunal Superior Eleitoral (TSE) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 8: Party Share of Votes for Federal Congressmen in Municipalities with Less than Two 
Hundred Thousand Voters for which the Party Got the First or Second Position in Municipal 

Elections by Party and Year 
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Table 9: Impact of Mayor Election on Subsequent Federal Congressman's Vote by Party for 
Different Specifications 
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* significant at 1%; ** significant at 5%; *** significant at 10%. 
Significance for PMDB is for the impact; significance for other parties is relative to PMDB 

Regressions controlling for incumbency, population and a 4th degree polynomial equation on the margin 
of victory  

Source: Tribunal Superior Eleitoral (TSE) and IBGE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 10: Impact of Mayor Election on Subsequent Federal Congressman's Vote by Party and 
Year 
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* significant at 1%; ** significant at 5%; *** significant at 10%. 
Significance for PMDB is for the impact; significance for other parties is relative to PMDB 

Regressions controlling for party share on % of votes for councilors, incumbency, population and a 4th 
degree polynomial equation on the margin of victory 
Source: Tribunal Superior Eleitoral (TSE) and IBGE 

 


