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2015 Elections in Suriname: a 
historical power shift
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ABSTRACT

-
-

sultados eleitorais indicaram uma mudança 

tradicionais. O Suriname realizou nove elei-
-
-

-militar, a Frente, uma coalizão de partidos 
políticos tradicionais, principalmente mono-

-
toral desintegrassem. O principal argumento 

dos partidos monoétnicos tradicionais. Essa 
-

alterada, a derrota dos partidos monoétni-
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-linguistic groups and various tribal 
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descent, Maroon and Javanese.3
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Hindu and Islam are all minorities.
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In Suriname, a political tra-
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minated politics in various perio-
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instrument to execute political po-
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nic lines, including ministers and 

people occupied strategic positions 
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dominated state
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emigration became apparent.
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and providing resources (e.g. jobs, 

-

East Indian dominated ministries, 

-

enterprises, in particular in agricul-

  Período Total 

Ethnicity 
  

1949-58 1958-69 1969-73 1973-80 1980-88 1988-90 1991-2001 2010-2015 49-2015 

abs % abs % abs % abs % abs % abs % abs % abs % abs % 

Creole & 
Mixed 

46 92 30 81   6 43 23 79 68 72  6 33 33 49 18 50 230 66 

East Indian   4   8   6 16   6 43  2   7 20 21  7 39 19 28   4 11   68 20 

Javanese   0     1   3   1   7  4 14   5  5  3 17 10 15   6 17   30  9 

Maroon                      1   6       7 19     8  2 

Indigenous                               1   3     1  0 

Other   0    0     1   7   0    0   2  2  1   6   6   9     0   10  3 

Total 50 100 37 100 14 100 29 100 95 100 18 100 67 101 36 100 346 100 
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Redemocratization In Suriname, On 
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juridical-political matters.
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riod 1987-2015
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-

-

-
ted in a deteriorated socioeconomic 

participating political organizations 

-
vious elections.

-

-

-

-
-
-

-

Political Organization Seats DNA Abs % 
AC 27314 10.5 5 
ANC   1109 0.4 
APS     843 0.3 
DOE 11168 4.3  1 
DRS     664 0.3 
MF   1130 0.4 
NDP 117751    45.5 26 
NOP     415 0.2 
PALU   1735 0.7   1 
PING     317 0.1 
V7   96584 37.3  18 
Total  259030  100.0  51 
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remaining coastal districts.
-
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-

Year FRONT/V7* NDP/ 
Millennium 

Other 
parties 

Total 

1987 87.1%  9.3% 3.7% 100% 

1991 54.2% 21.9% 24% 100% 

1996 41.7% 26.2% 32.1% 100% 

2000 47.5% 15.1% 37.4% 100% 

2005 39.4% 22.2% 38.4% 100% 

2010 32% 40% 28% 100% 

2015 37% 45% 17% 100% 

Loss (-) gain (+) 1987-2015    -50.1% +35.7%  +13.3% 100% 

-

-

-
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-
ole & Mixed and East Indian re-

-

Creole & Mixed, East Indian and 
Javanese is evident. As a conse-

-

-
-
-

-

Americasbarometer, a stu-

America’s, indicates a strong asso-

Ethnicity Census 1950* Census 2012 

Creole 74918 37%  88856 16% 
Mixed     0%  72340 13% 
East Indian  63770 31%   148443 27% 
Javanese 35949 18%  73975 14% 
Maroon 19180    9%   117567 22% 
Indigenous   3546 1.7%  20344 3.8% 

Chinese   2468 1.2%    7885 1.5% 

European   2626 1.3%    1667  0.3% 

Other   1703   1%    7166     1% 
Don’t know     0%    1805     0% 
Not stated   0.0%    1590  0.3% 
Unknown      401 0.2%    0.0% 

Total 
 
  204561 

 
100% 541638 100% 
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a strong appeal on Maroon voters 
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6Opinion polls are conducted by various institutions: Stichting Wetenschappelijke Informatie (SWI), 
IDOS, INDEST and NIKOS.
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