Ritual and Rhythm in
Electoral Systems

A Comparative Legal Account

GRAEME ORR
University of Queensland, Australia

Routledge

% Taylor & Francis Group
LONDON AND NEW YORK



Contents

Preface

1

Reflections on Elections

Elections as Events

Ritual, Routine and the Everyday

Elections as Constructs of Law

Theories of the Law of Electoral Democracy
Why a Ritual Perspective is Needed
Overview of the Book

Electoral Ritual Conceptualised

Ritual: Patterned Behaviour Infused with Social Meaning

The Ritual of the Everyday

Positive Ritual or Charade of Ritualism?

Electoral Ritual, Great and Small: Illustrations from Iowa
and the Vatican

The Role of Law in Relation to Ritual

Public Symbols and the Expressive Value of Electoral Law

Rhythms: the When of the Electoral Cycle

The Unfolding Rhythm of the Electoral Cycle

Floating or Fixed: Electoral Periodicity in International
Comparison

The Electoral Moment: Setting a Polling Day

Elections as Rites of Passage

Conclusion: Rhythm and Memorability

Convenience Voting: Deconstructing Election Day?
Polling Alone — Voting by Post

Getting in Early: Pre-Polling

The Heritage of Debates about Convenience Voting

A Critique of Convenience Voting

Electoral Choice: the Who and Why of Voting
A Ritual for All: Who Can Vote?

Why Vote? Habit, Expression and Compulsion
Who Can We Choose From?

21
24
26

31
33

34
40
46
51

53
54
59
61
63

67
68
71
76



viii

10

11

Ritual and Rhythm in Electoral Systems

Electoral Choice — Duopoly or Surfeit?

Jokers and Outsiders: ‘Fringe’ Candidates

Protest Voting and Not Voting

Electoral Campaigns: Rituals of Theatre, Excess and Obeisance

The How of Voting
The Closet of Prayer: Secret Balloting
Voting Technologies: e-Voting and Voting from Everywhere

The Where of Voting

Public Space and the Location of Polling Stations
Localism, and Tethering Polling to Precincts
Voting from Here, There and Everywhere
Electoral Districts: What’s in a Name (or Shape)?
Conclusion: the Where of Voting

Election Entertainments I: Alcohol

Elections, Booze and Betting: an Intimate Relationship

Rituals and Victuals: Alcoholic Treating as an Electoral Custom
Cracking Down: Treating as Electoral Bribery

Drinking and Electoral Practice Today

Election Entertainments I1: Wagering

Betting on Elections — Democracy as Sport

Betting on Politics at Common Law

Motivations — Bribery, Psychology and the Criminalising of
Electoral Wagers

Contemporary Election Betting: Rationales and Regulation

To Bet, or Not to Bet: Electoral Ritual or Commodification?

Alcohol, Wagering and Elections: Managing Uncertainty

Unearthing the Everyday

The Climax: Election Night and the Count

The Theatre of Election Night

The Rush to Judgment: a Suspenseful or Instantaneous Count?
Opinion Polling and Exit Polling: Impatience and Predictability

The Aftermath: Challenges and Inaugurations
Electoral Finality and Electoral Challenges

After the Electoral Deluge: Ceremonies of Inauguration
Conclusion

77
80
82
87

93
93
104

109
110
120
123
124
129

131
131
133
137
140

143
143
145

146
148
151
153
155

157
157
164
168

173
173
179
184



Contents

12 Conclusion: Ritual and Electoral Health
The Ritual Perspective on Electoral Democracy: Insights and
Importance
Electoral Quietism, Participation and the Limits of Representative
Democracy
Ritual and Routine: Past and Potential

Bibliography
Index

187

188

190
194

199
217





