ELECTIONS IN CANADA

PEOPLE, PLAYERS, AND PROCESSES

Edited by
Tamara A. Small and Royce Koop

UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO PRESS
Toronto Buffalo London



© University of Toronto Press 2025
Toronto Buffalo London
utorontopress.com

Printed in the USA
ISBN 978-1-4875-5132-2 (cloth) ISBN 978-1-4875-5135-3 (EPUB)
ISBN 978-1-4875-5134-6 (paper) ISBN 978-1-4875-5136-0 (PDF)

All rights reserved. The use of any part of this publication reproduced, transmitted in any form or by any means,
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, or stored in a retrieval system, without prior written
consent of the publisher — or in the case of photocopying, a licence from Access Copyright, the Canadian Copyright
Licensing Agency - is an infringement of the copyright law.

Library and Archives Canada Cataloguing in Publication

Title: Elections in Canada : people, players, and processes / edited by Tamara A. Small and Royce Koop.

Names: Small, Tamara A. (Tamara Athene), 1975- editor | Koop, Royce, 1978- editor

Description: Includes bibliographical references and index.

Identifiers: Canadiana (print) 20240478703 | Canadiana (ebook) 20240478746 | ISBN 9781487551346 (paper) |
ISBN 9781487551322 (cloth) | ISBN 9781487551353 (EPUB) | ISBN 9781487551360 (PDF)

Subjects: LCSH: Elections — Canada. | LCSH: Political campaigns — Canada. | LCSH: Voting - Canada.

Classification: LCC JL193 .E46 2025 | DDC 324.70971 - dc23

Cover design: Val Cooke

We welcome comments and suggestions regarding any aspect of our publications - please feel free to contact us at
news@utorontopress.com or visit us at utorontopress.com.

Every effort has been made to contact copyright holders; in the event of an error or omission, please notify the
publisher.

We wish to acknowledge the land on which the University of Toronto Press operates. This land is the traditional
territory of the Wendat, the Anishinaabeg, the Haudenosaunee, the Métis, and the Mississaugas of the Credit
First Nation.

University of Toronto Press acknowledges the financial support of the Government of Canada and the Ontario
Arts Council, an agency of the Government of Ontario, for its publishing activities.

ONTARIO ARTS COUNCIL
CONSEIL DES ARTS DE L'ONTARIO

an Ontario government agency
un organisme du gouvernement de I'Ontario

Canada

Funded by the  Financé parle
Government gouvernement
of Canada du Canada



http:utorontopress.com
mailto:news@utorontopress.com
http:utorontopress.com

Contents

List of Figures and Tables xi

Acknowledgements  xiii

1 Introduction: The People, Players, and Processes of Canadian Elections

TAMARA A. SMALL AND ROYCE KOOP

Part One: The Institutional Setting
2 Canadian Election Administration in Transition 19

KEITH ARCHER

3 Party and Election Finance Laws 33
LISA YOUNG

4 The Perennial Debate over Canada’s Electoral System 46
HAROLD J. JANSEN

5 Drawing Boundaries: Electoral Redistribution in Canada 60
KELLY SAUNDERS

6 Elections and Democracy 74

HOLLY ANN GARNETT

1



viii Contents

Part Two: The Players

7 The National Campaign 91
IAN BRODIE

8 The Constituency Campaign 102
ROYCE KOOP AND ANTHONY M. SAYERS

9 Third Parties in Canadian Elections: The Wild Card 116

PAULINE E. BEANGE

10 The Canadian News Media and Election Campaigns 131

BROOKS DECILLIA

Part Three: The Campaign

11 Political Communication in Canadian Campaigns: “Go Where the Voters Are” 147

ANDREW J.A. MATTAN AND TAMARA A. SMALL

12 The Debates: Party Strategies, Media Demands, and the Public Interest 161

SPENCER McKAY

13 The Campaign: Elections and Polling in the Twenty-First Century 175

CHRISTOPHER ADAMS

Part Four: The People

14 Studying Voting Behaviour in Elections: Theory and Explanation 189

CHRISTIAN SCHIMPF, LAURA B. STEPHENSON, AND ALLISON HARELL

15 Voter Turnout 203

STEPHEN E. WHITE

16 Gender and Elections 216

MELANEE THOMAS

17 Racialized Canadians in Politics 230
ASIF HAMEED AND ERIN TOLLEY

18 Validating the Canadian Electoral Process or Indigenous Nationhoods? The Complexities
of First Nations, Métis, and Inuit Participation in Canadian Federal Elections 245

CHADWICK COWIE



19 Lavender Elections: 2SLGBTQ+ Candidates and Voters in Canadian Elections

JOANNA EVERITT AND ANGELIA WAGNER

20 The Rural-Urban Divide in Canadian Politics 272

CLARK BANACK

Part Five: Landmark Canadian Elections

21 Landmark Canadian Elections: People, Players, and Processes in Action 287
ROYCE KOOP AND TAMARA A. SMALL

The 13th Federal Election 291
The 14th Federal Election 295
The 24th Federal Election 299
The 34th Federal Election 303
The 35th Federal Election 307
The 42nd and 43rd Federal Elections 312

Editors and Contributors 321

Index 323

Contents

258



