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Athens, by representation, would have surpassed her own democracy. 
PAINE, THE R/GHT5 OF MAN 

If the people and the parliament no longer understand each other, the represen­

tative form of government on the whole is called into questiono 

HERZl , LE PALA/5-BOURBON 

Citizens have not yet fully grasped the idea that any power is bad if not watched 

over, wh ile any power is good 50 long as it feels a peaceful, clairvoyant, and 

obstinate resistance. AlAIN , LE CITOYEN CONTRE LE5 POUVOIR5 

Contents 

Acknowledgments xi 


Introduction 

Representation and Democracy 17 


Representation in Democratic Theory and History 18 


Three TI1eories ofRepresentation 20 


Continuity, Rupture, and People's Negative Power 25 


Discord and the Ballot, or Presence through Speech and Ideas 30 


Partisanship as an Active Manifestation ofthe General 35 


Proportional Fairness and the Dual Nature ofEqua/ity 40 


Advocacy 44 


Representativity 49 


Rethinking Popular Sovereignty 52 


Rousseau's Unrepresentable Sovereign 60 


Either Delegates or Representatives 62 


Sovereign Unity: Symbiotic or Symbolic? 66 


Two Models of Unification 69 


The Sovereignty of the Will 72 


A Privatistic Model ofDelegation 75 


The Travei Agent and a Minimalist Participation 76 


Imagination, Speech, and Deception 79 


The Deliberative Judgment ofthe Few 83 


Asking the Right Question 85 


Faradoxes of Minirnalism 88 


Reflection and the Rule ofImmediacy 90 




6 

The Time and Space ofPo li tics and the Paradox ofa Punctuated 


Freedom 94 


Will and ]udgment: The Kantian Revision 

Freedom from the Extemality af the Presence 102 


The Subterranean Wark afInformal 50vereignty 106 


Individual Atoms in a Participatory Void 111 


The 50ft Power ofludgment 115 


Ideology and the Representing Faculty of Imagination 119 


The Fiction of As If 124 


Genera ofludgment 126 


Political Dependenee 130 


Common Opinion and the Revolution 135 


A Nation of Electors: Sieye's Ivlodel of Representative 


Government 


Ali Human Relations Are Representati ve 140 


Interest and Campetence as Unifying Factars 141 


Excha/1ge versus Barter: Democracy [s Primitivism 144 


The Currency afElectoral Comem 146 


The Metamarphosis ofthe Cítizen into the Eleetor 147 


Passive and Active Freedam 149 


The Symbalic 5avereignty of the .\ iatiol1 1 S2 


The lmpalitical Category ofCompetence 155 


Thomas Paine and the Perfecting of Sim pie Democracy 

The Sovereign Natian and Federalism's Threat 162 


Democratic Republicanism 167 


Democraey Surpassing Itself 172 


A Republic of Citizens: Condorcet's Indirect Democracy 

Th e Longue Dure of the Democratic Prajeet in the Age of Representation 177 

Perpetuai 111navation versus Immediate Palitics 181 

Th e Secularization ofOrigins: Democracy as a Time-Regime 184 

lndirect Despatism 187 

The Syllogism afDemocratic Ca/1stitutianalism 190 

Democratic Moderation and the Principie af Collegiality 194 

Democratizing Del 

Multiplying the Ti. 

A Cooperative Ent. 

Primary Assemblif 
101 

Sovereignty ofSun 

Breaking and Rest 

Conclusion: A S 

Notes 

Bibliography 

Index 

138 

162 

176 



Democratiâng Deliberation 197
The Time and Space afPatitics and the Paradax afa Punetuated 

Multiplying the Times and Places ofDeliberation 201 
Freedom 94 

A Cooperative Enterprise 205 

Primary Assemblies and the Speeial Tel7ain ofPolitics 207 

Will and]udgment: The Kantian Revision 101
3 	 Sovereignty ofSurveillance 213 

Freedam fram the Extemality ofthe Presence 102 Breaking and Restoring Trust 216 


The Subtel7anean Work ofInfO/mal Sovereígnty 106 


Individual Atoms in a Partieípatory Void 111 

Conclusion: A Surplus of Politics 

The 50ft Power ofludgment 115 


Ideology and the Representing Faculty ofImaginatiol1 119 Notes 


The Fiction of As]f 124 

Bibliography

Genera ofJudgment 126 


Potitical Dependence 130 Index 


Common Opinion and the Revolution 115 


4 	 A Nation of Electors: Sieye's Mode! of Representative 

Governrnent 138 

All Human Relations Are Representative 140 


Interest and Competenee as Unifying Factors 141 


Exehange versus Barter: Democraey Is Primitivism 144 


The CUl7enc)' ofEleetoral CO/1sellt 146 


The Metamorphosis ofthe Citizen into the Eleetor 147 


Passive and Aclive Freedom 149 


The Symbolie Sovereignty of the .YaliOll 152 


The Impolitieal Catego/y ofCompetence 155 


Thomas Paine and the Perfecting of SimpIe Democracy 162 

The Sovereign Nation and Federalism's Threat 162 


Democralic Republicanism 167 


Demacracy Surpassing Itself 172 


6 	 A Republic of Citizens: Condorcet's Indirect Democracy 176 

TIl/! l.ongue Dure ofthe Democratic Project in tlle Age ofRepresentclticm 177 

Papt'tlltlllnllovcltioll versus Immediate Politics 181 


1,e Secularizatioll afOrigins: Democracyas a Time-Regime 184 


Indirect Despotism 187 


The Sy/logism ofDemocratic Constitutlonallsm 190 


'olluIGlltv 194 


223 

229 

293 

317 


