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Preface 

Explaining politic 
systematically 

Globalization has moved the goalposts for 
on politics within individual countries to a 
processes and institutions (elections, 
democracy itself) have in common across 

So far as political textbooks are COIl 

from an 'Introduction to British (OI' An 
to general introductions to politics, or 
ment'. Generally focllsing 011 polirics in 
the common-sense view rhar elecriolls1 g< 
tion results, parliaments and supporting i 
and courts, are central to the democratic 
devoted to each of these. DisCllSsiol1s uf ~i 
countries are increasingly hased Oll 111t' sra 
Thus, we are able to compare how long go 
tries and see how duration is related to r 
islature or to fixed or varying dates for e 

Country comparisons thus provide a 
explanations of democratic differences 
to their different national histories ::11](1 ~t'< 
appeals may generate similar types of pa 
across national boundaries. Differi ng TlUIll 

may be associated with different ways of 
share of legisla tive seats. Vast numbers ol 

made of these and other relationships, whic 
democratic processes and outcomes in 
ate in particular countries. 

However, there is still something missi 
isfactory explanation of politics is Cu 

sands of studies together and say what 
any coherent picture of how one outcOIl1e 
problems when we get into details. For 
racy to have long-lived or short-lived guve 
produce greater stability, but short-lived () 
popular wishes. Does relative stabilit) III 
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A powerful argument for the use of predictive explanation in political research 
can be found in 

Michael D. Ward, Brian D. Greenhill, and Kristin M. Bakke (2010) The Perils of 
Policy by P-Value: Predicting Civil Conflicts. Joumal ofPeace Research, 47(4), 
363-375. 

A focus on policy-preference correspondence as the central democratic feature we 
want to explain is advocated in 

G. 	 Bingham Powell Jr. (2000) Elections as lnstruments of Democracy (New
Haven, Yale University Press). 

Michael Saward (1998) The Terms of Democracy (Cambridge, Polity Press). 
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