Gender and Political Support

Women and Hamas in the Occupied
Palestinian Territories

Minna Cowper-Coles

é Routledge

Taylor & Francis Group
LONDON AND NEW YORK


https:/lwww.routledge

First published 2023
by Routledge
4 Park Square, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4RN

and by Routledge
605 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10158

Routledge is an imprint of the Taylor & Francis Group, an informa
business

© 2023 Minna Cowper-Coles

The right of Minna Cowper-Coles to be identified as author of this
work has been asserted by her in accordance with sections 77 and 78
of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reprinted or
reproduced or utilised in any form or by any electronic, mechanical,

or other means, now known or hereafter invented, including
photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, without permission in writing from the publishers.

Trademark notice: Product or corporate names may be trademarks
or registered trademarks, and are used only for identification and
explanation without intent to infringe.

British Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Cowper-Coles, Minna, author.

Title: Gender and political support: women and Hamas in the occupied
Palestinian territories/Minna Cowper-Coles.

Other titles: Gender in a global/local world.

Description: Abingdon, Oxon; New York, NY: Routledge, 2022. |
Series: Gender in a global/local world | Includes bibliographical
references and index.

Identifiers: LCCN 2022006761 (print) | LCCN 2022006762 {ebook) |
ISBN 9781032011448 (hardback) | ISBN 9781032011493
(paperback) | ISBN 9781003177395 (ebook)

Subjects: LCSH: Harakat al-Muqgawamah al-Islamiyah. | Women, Palestinian
Arab-Political activity—West Bank. | Women, Palestinian Arab-Political
activity—Gaza Strip. | Sex role--Political aspects-West Bank. |
Sex role-Political aspects—Gaza Strip. | Women, Palestinian Arab-Economic
aspects-West Bank. | Women, Palestinian Arab-Economic aspects-Gaza
Strip.

Classification: LCC HQ1236.5.W45 C69 2022 (print) | LCC
HQ1236.5.W45 (ebook) | DDC 305.42095694/2-dc23/eng/20220217

LC record available at https:/lccn.loc.gov/2022006761

LC ebook record available at https:/lcen.loc.gov/2022006762

ISBN: 978-1-032-01144-8 (hbk)
ISBN: 978-1-032-01149-3 (pbk)
ISBN: 978-1-003-17739-5 (ebk)

DOLI: 10.4324/9781003177395

Typeset in Times New Roman
by KnowledgeWorks Global Ltd.


https://kcn.loc.gov/2022oo6762
https:/llccnJoc.gov/2022006761

Contents

List of Figures

List of Tables

Acknowledgements

Glossary of Acronyms and Shortened Terms

1 Introduction: The Gender Gap in Political Support
in the Occupied Palestinian Territories

1.1
1.2
1.3

The Gender Gap in the Occupied Palestinian Territories 2
Research Methods 14
Conclusion and Book Layout 21

2 The Political Context in Palestine

2.1
2.2
2.3
24

History 24

Geography 30

Political Parties and Movements 35
Conclusion 42

3 Economy and Gender

3.1
32

33

The Palestinian Economy 44
Socioeconomic Gender Differences in
Palestine and Political Support 61
Conclusion 76

4 Belief, Ideology and Gender

4.1
4.2
4.3

Gendered Beliefs in the Palestinian Territories 80
Gendered Beliefs and Political Preferences 112
Conclusion 121

ix
xi
Xiii
XVi

24

43

79


https://lccn.1oc.gov/2022006761
https://1ccn.loc.gov/2022006762

viil

5

Contents

Political Violence and Gender: Occupation, Resistance,
and Oppression

5.1  Resistance, Negotiations, and Political Support 125
5.2 Oppression 145
5.3 Conclusion 166

Explaining the Gender Gap in Political Support

6.1  Modelling the Gender Gap 169
6.2  Conclusion 191

Beyond Palestine

7.1 Regional Similarities and Differences 194
7.2 Gender and Political Support in the Arab World 199
7.3 Conclusion 206

Conclusion

8.1  Economy 209
8.2 Religion 211
8.3  Feminism 211
8.4  Oppression 212

Interviews
Bibliography
Index

125

169

193

214
218
233



