DEMOCRACY IN THE
DISINFORMATION AGE

Influence and Activism
in American Politics

Edited by
Regina Luttrell, Lu Xiao and Jon Glass

§ Routledg

Taylor & Francis Group
NEW YORK AND LONDON



First published 2021
by Routledge
52 Vanderbilt Avenue, New York, NY 10017

and by Routledge
2 Park Square, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 4R N

Routledge is an imprint of the Taylor & Francis Group, an informa business
© 2021 Taylor & Francis

The right of Regina Luttrell, Lu Xiao, and Jon Glass to be identified
as the authors of the editorial material, and of the authors for their
individual chapters, has been asserted in accordance with sections
77 and 78 of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reprinted or
reproduced or utilised in any form or by any electronic, mechanical,
or other means, now known or hereafter invented, including
photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, without permission in writing from the publishers.

Trademark notice: Product or corporate names may be trademarks
or registered trademarks, and are used only for identification and
explanation without intent to infringe.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Luttrell, Regina, 1975~ editor. | Xiao, Lu (Associate
professor), editor. | Glass, Jon, editor.

Title: Democracy in the disinformation age : influence and activism in
American politics / edited by Regina Luttrell, Lu Xiao, Jon Glass.
Description: New York, NY : Routledge, 2021. | Includes
bibliographical references and index. |

Identifiers; LCCN 2021002126 (print) | LCCN 2021002127 (ebook) |
ISBN 9780367442927 (hardback) | ISBN 9780367442903 (paperback) |
ISBN 9781003008828 (ebook) | ISBN 9781000390759 (adobe pdf) |
ISBN 9781000390780 (epub)

Subjects: LCSH: Communication in politics—United States. |

Social media—Political aspects—United States. |
Disinformation—United States.

Classification: LCC JA85 .D425 2021 (print) | LCC JA85 (ebook) |
DDC 320.97301/4—dc23

LC record available at hetps://lcen.loc.gov/2021002126

LC ebook record available at https://lcen.loc.gov/2021002127

ISBN: 978-0-367-44292-7 (hbk)
ISBN: 978-0-367-44290-3 (pbk)
[SBN: 978-1-003-00882-8 (ebk)

Typeset in Bembo
by codeMantra



CONTENTS

The Editor Team xi
About the Contributors xiii

Democracy in the Disinformation Age: Influence and
Activism in American Politics 1

Editors’ Introduction

Regina Luttrell, Lu Xiao, and Jon Glass

PART 1
Awakening of Activism 7

1 Social Media for Social Good through a Public Policy
Lens: What Role Does Social Media Play in the Creation
and Sustainability of Social Movements? 9
Adrienne A. Wallace

2 “Woke” Culture: The Societal and Political Implications
of Black Lives Matter Digital Activism 37
Jasmine Roberts

3 Outreach and Empowerment: Civic Engagement,
Advocacy, and Amplification of the Women’s Movement 58
Regina Luttrell



x Contents

PART 2
Disruptions in the Digital Age

4 Fake News, Reality Apathy, and the Erosion of Trust and
Authenticity in American Politics
Cindy S. Vincent and Adam Gismondi

5 The Volume Inside of this Bus Is Astronomical: Political
Communication and Legitimacy on TikTok
Teri Del Rosso

6 The Legal Landscape: The First Amendment, Section
230, and Online Liability
Frank LoMonte

PART 3
Misinformation and Disinformation:
Spread and Influence

7 Infowars and the Crisis of Political Misinformation on
Social Media
Michelle M. Maresh-Fuehrer and David Gurney

8 Combating Misinformation in Risk: Emotional Appeal in
False Beliefs
Jiyoung Lee, Tanya Ott and Danielle Deavours

9 From Russia with Love: A Social Psychological Analysis
of Information Warfare in the Social Media Age
Rosanna E. Guadagno

10 Fighting Disinformation in Social Media: An Online
Persuasion Perspective
Lu Xiao

Glossary
Index

77

79

99

119

145

147

201

221
227



