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Indulging in a wide spectrum of ideas, beliefs, and perspectives is a 
criticaI cornerstone ofdemocracy. Mter all, it is often debates over 
differences of opinion, such as whether to legalize abortion, how 

to treat prisoners, or when to enact the death penalty, that shape our 
society and drive it forward. Such diversity of thought is frequently 
regarded as the hallmark of a healthy and civilized culture. As the 
Reverend Clifford Schutjer of the First Congregational Church in 
Mansfield, Ohio, declared in a 2001 sermon, "Surrounding oneself 
with only like-minded people, restricting what we listen to or read 
only to what we find agreeable is irresponsible. Refusing to entertain 
doubts once we make up our minds is a subtle but deadly form of 
arrogance." With this advice in mind, Introducing Issues with Op­
posing Viewpoints books aim to open readers' minds to the critically 
divergent views that comprise our world's most important debates. 

Introducing Issues with Opposing Viewpoints simplifies for stu­
dents the enormous and often overwhelming mass of material now 
available via print and electronic media. Collected in every volume is 
an array of opinions that captures the essence of a particular contro­
versy or topic. Introducing Issues with Opposing Viewpoints books 
embody the spirit of nineteenth-century journalist Charles A. Danàs 
axiom: "Fight for your opinions, but do not believe that they con­
tain the whole truth, or the only truth." Absorbing such contrasting 
opinions teaches students to analyze the strengrh of an argument and 
compare it to its opposition. From this process readers can inform 
and strengthen their own opinions, or be exposed to new informa­
tion that will change their minds. Introducing Issues with Opposing 
Viewpoints is a mosaic of different voices. The authors are states­
men, pundits, academics, journalists, corporations, and ordinary 
people who have felt compelled to share their experiences and ideas 
in a public forum. Their words have been collected from newspapers, 
journals, books, speeches, interviews, and the internet, the fastest 
growing body of opinionated material in the world. 

Introducing Issues with Opposing Viewpoints shares many of the 
well-known features of its critically acclaimed parent series, Opposing 
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