
'To this day, astonishingly few books address the history of women in 
Westminster; luckily Rachei Reeves is not just helping to bridge that gap, 
but brings an insider's perspective to bear in telling the stories of these 
remarkable women. Rich with detail and original research, this highIy 
readable history emphasizes the challenges women in Parliament 
continue to face, and the unexpected solidarity they often forged in 
meeting those challenges. A heartfelt, informative, and engaging read 

recommended: - Sarah Churchwell 

'From household names like Nancy Astor to lesser-known, but equally 
pioneering, politicians such as FIorence Horsbrugh and Mavis Tate, 
Women of Westminster teUs the story of the female MPs who shaped 
parliament and the country. These women broke into Parliament's boys' 
club, rewrote the membership rules, and in the process set about 
transformíng Britain. This is a glorious compendium of the manifold 
achievements they chalked up - and the sacrifices they made. 

RacheI Reeves is perfectly positioned to teU their story, having 
experienced the slings and arrows of parliamentary prejudice first-hand. 
As she herself puts it, she "stands on the shoulders" of her pioneering 
forbears, and from that vantage point she can see not only all they 
achieved but also what more needs to be done: - Cathy Newman 

'There have been toa few books chronicling the struggles and successes 
of women in Parliament. This volume goes a tong way to address that, 
charting the hard-won progress made by female MPs of all parties and 
polítical views over the last 100 years. Much has been achicved and the 
UK has its second female Prime Minister. However, it is incredibIe that 
there have only been 491 femaIe MPs since 1918 when some women got 
the vote for the first time. There is still much to do: Jo Coburn 

'Our past isn't made up just of his stories, but her stories too. RacheI 
uncovers the best of them the lives of those polítical women who 
wouldn't be stopped, who fought to make their way, and showed us alI ­
househoId namcs and those who deserve to be: - Laura Kuenssberg 
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