
Aurel Croissant • Philip Lorenz 

Comparative Politics 

of Southeast Asia 
An Introduction to Governments 
and Political Regimes 

~ Springer 



Aurel Croissant Philip Lorenz 
lnstitute of Political Science Institute of Political Science 
Heidelberg University Heidelberg University 
Heidelberg, Germany Heidelberg, Germany 

To our students. 

ISBN 978-3-319-68181-8 ISBN 978-3-319-68182-5 (eBook) 
https:/ldoi.org/l0.1007/978-3-319-68182-5 

Library of Congress Control Number: 2017955823 

© Springer Intemational Publishing AG 2018 
Translation from the German language edition: Die politischen Systeme Südostasiens by Aurel Croissant 
Copyright (f;) Springer Fachmedien Wiesbaden GmbH 2016. Springer Fachmedien Wiesbaden GmbH is 
part of Springer Science+BusÍness Media. Ali Rights Reserved. 
This work is subject to copyright. AlI rights are reserved by the Publisher, whether the whole or part of 
the material is concemed, specifically the rights of translation, reprinting, reuse of illustrations, 
recitation, broadcasting, reproduction on microfilms or in any other physical way, and transmission 
or information storage and retrieval, electronic adaptation. computer software, or by similar or 
dissimilar methodology now known or hereafter developed. 
The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, service marks, etc. in this 
publication does not imply. even in the absence of a specific statement, that such names are exempt 
from the relevant protective laws and regulations and therefore free for general use. 
The publisher. the authors and the editors are safe to assume that the advice and information in this 
book are believed to be true and accurate at the date of publícation. Neither the publisher nor the 
authors or the editors give a warranty. express or implied, with respect to the material contained 
herein or for any errors or omissions that may have been made. The publisher remains neutral with 
regard to jurisdictional claims in published maps and institutional affiliations. 

Printed on acid-free paper 

This Springer imprint is published by Springer Nature 
The registered company is Springer Intemational Publishing AG 
The registered company address is: Gewerbestrasse 11,6330 Cham, Switzerland 

https:/ldoi.org/l0.1007/978-3-319-68182-5


j . 

1 	 Government and Political Regimes in Southeast Asia: 

An Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

1.1 Countries and Cultures of Southeast Asía. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

l.2 Southeast Asia in Colonial Times. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

1.3 Southeast Asia Since the End of Westem Colonialism. . . . . . 6 

1.4 The Structure of This Book. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 

References . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 


2 Brunei Darussalam: Malay Islamic Monarchy and Rentier State. . . . 15 

2.1 Historical Background . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 

2.2 Constitutional Development. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 20 

2.3 System of Govemment. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 

2.4 Legal and Judicial System. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 

2.5 Political Parties and Elections . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 

2.6 State Administration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 

2.7 Civil-Military Relations and the Security Sector. . . . . . . . . . . 26 

2.8 Civil Society and Media System . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 27 

2.9 Outlook. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29 

References. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31 


3 	 Cambodia: From UN-Led Peace-Building to Post-Genocidal 

Authoritarianism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 

3.1 Historical Background . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37 

3.2 Constitutional Development. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 42 

3.3 System of Govemment. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43 

3.4 Legal and Judicial System . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47 

3.5 Electoral System and Elections. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 

3.6 Political Parties and Party System. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53 

3.7 State Administration and Decentralization . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 54 

3.8 Civil-Military Relations and the Security Sector. . . . . . . . . . . 56 

3.9 Political Culture and Civil Society . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58 

3.10 Media System. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61 

3.11 Outlook. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63 

References . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 


ix 



x 	 Contents Contents xi 


4 	 Indonesia: Challenges of Conftict and Consensus in the Era 6.11 Outlook ....................................... . 169 


of Reforrnasi. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................... . .... . 71 References ............ . . . ............................ . 170 


4.1 Historical Background ..................... . ....... . 73 

7 	 Myanrnar: The Challenging Transition frorn Military 

4.2 Constitutional History ... . ............ . ............ . 77 
 to Dernocratic Governrnent . . ... . . . ............... . ...... . 177 

4.3 System of Govemment ............................ . 79 
 7.1 Historical Background and Current Political Challenges ... . . 179 

4.3.1 Head of State and Govemment ................ . 79 
 7.2 Constitutional History .......................... . .. . ]83 

4.3.2 Parliament and Legislative Process ..... . ....... . 82 
 7.3 Systern of Govemrnent ............................ . 185 

4.3.3 Other Agencies of Horizontal Accountability ...... . 85 
 7.3.1 Head of State and Govemrnent ................ . 186 


4.4 Legal and Judicial System ...................... . ... . 86 
 7.3.2 Legislature ............... . ............. .. . 188 

4.5 Electoral System and Elections ...................... . 89 


7.4 Legal and Judicial Systern ........ . ............ . .... . 189 

4.6 Political Parties and Party Systern .................... . 91 


7.5 Electoral System and Elections . . ... . ... . ............ . 192 

4.7 State Administration and Decentralization ..... . .... ... . . 94 


7.6 Parties and Party Systern ........................... . 195 

4.8 Civil-Military Relations . .......................... . 97 


7.7 State Adrninistration .............................. . 197 

4.9 Civil Society and Pattems of Political Orientations ........ . 99 


7.8 Civil-Military Relations ........................... . 200 

4.9.1 Media Systern ........ . ................... . 101 


7.9 Political Culture, Civil Society, and Media Systern ........ . 202 

4.10 Outlook ... . ... . ........................ . ...... . 102 
 7.10 Outlook . ........ .. ............ . ............... . 205 

References . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................ . ......... . 103 
 References . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . .... . 207 


8 	 Philippines: People Power and Defective Elite Dernocracy . . . . . . . 213
5 Laos: The Transforrnation of Periphery Socialisrn .......... . . . 113 

5.1 Historical Background ............................. . 115 
 8.1 Historical Background. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 215 

5.2 Constitutional Developrnent and Principies ........ .. ... . 119 
 8.2 Constitutional Developrnent. ....................... , 219 

5.3 System of Govemment and the Socialist Party State ....... . 121 
 8.3 Systern of Govemrnent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 220 

5.4 Political Parties ......................... . ........ . 123 
 8.3.1 Head of State and Government. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 220 

5.5 Legal and Judicial Systern .......................... . 125 
 8.3.2 Congress.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 224 
5.6 Electoral Systern and Elections ...................... . 126 
 8.4 Legal and Judicial Systern . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 228 
5.7 State and Decentralization ... .......... . . ... ........ . 128 
 8.5 Electoral System and Elections. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 231 

5.8 Civil-Military Relations ........................... . 131 
 8.6 Parties and Party System . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 237 
5.9 Civil Society and Media Systern . . ............. . . . ... . 134 
 8.7 State Adrninistration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 241 
5.10 Outlook ... . ...................... . ........ .. .. . 135 
 8.8 Civil-Military Relations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 243 

References . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............ . ............. . 137 
 8.9 Political Culture and Civil Society . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 245 


6 Malaysia: Cornpetitive Authoritarianisrn in a Plural Society .... . 141 8.10 Media Systern . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 246 


6.1 Historical Background .................. . .......... . 143 	 8.11 Outlook. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 247 


6.2 Constitutional History ..... . ....................... . 147 	 References ........... . ............................... . 248 


6.3 System of Govemment . . . ... ...... . .. .. ......... .. . 148 

9 	 Singapore: Contradicting Conventional Wisdorns About 

6.3 .1 Head of State ................ . ............ . 148 
 Authoritarianisrn, State, and Developrnent. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 255 

6.3.2 The Legislature ........................... . 149 
 9.1 Historical Background ...................... . ..... . . 257 

6.3.3 Govemrnent ................... . .......... . 151 
 9.2 Constitutional History ............... . ............. . 259 


6.4 Legal and Judicial Systern ........ . ................. . 152 
 9.3 Systern of Govemment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .............. . 261 

6.5 Electoral System and Elections . . .... .. . . ............ . 154 
 9.3.1 President . . .............................. . 262 

6.6 Poli ti cal Parties and Party Systern .......... . ......... . 158 
 9.3.2 Prime Minister and Cabinet .................. . 263 

6.7 Federalisrn ...................... ... ............ . 162 
 9.3.3 Parliament ........................ . ...... . 263 

6.8 Civil-Military Relations and the Security Sector . . ........ . 164 
 9.4 Legal and Judicial System ... .. ............ . ........ . 265 

6.9 Political Culture and Civil Society . ...... . . . .......... . 166 
 9.5 Electoral Systern and Elections ...................... . 268 

6.10 Media Systern ............. . . .. ........ .. ........ . 168 




x 	 Contents Contents xi 

4 	 Indonesia: Challenges of Conflict and Consensus in the Era 
of Reformasi. . . . ..................................... . 
4.1 Historical Background ............................. . 

4.2 Constitutional History ............................. . 

4.3 System of Govemment ............................ . 


4.3.1 Head of State and Govemment ................ . 

4.3.2 Parliament and Legislative Process ............. . 

4.3.3 Other Agencies of Horizontal Accountability ...... . 

4.4 Legal and Judicial System .......................... . 

4.5 Electoral System and Elections ......... . ............ . 

4.6 Polítical Parties and Party System .................... . 

4.7 State Administration and Decentralization .............. . 

4.8 Civil-Military Relations ........................... . 

4.9 Civil Society and Pattems of Polítical Orientations ........ . 


4.9.1 Media System ............................ . 

4.10 Outlook ..................... . ................. . 

References . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ . 


5 	 Laos: The Transformation of Periphery Socialism ............ . 

5.1 Historical Background .... . ........................ . 

5.2 Constitutional Development and Principies ............. . 

5.3 System of Govemment and the Socialist Party State ....... . 

5.4 Political Parties .................................. . 

5.5 Legal and Judicial System ..... .. ................... . 

5.6 Electoral System and Elections ...................... . 

5.7 State and Decentralization .......................... . 

5.8 Civil-Military Relations ........................... . 

5.9 Civil Society and Media System ..................... . 

5.10 Outlook ....................................... . 

References. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... . 


6 Malaysia: Competitive Authoritarianism in a Plural Society .... . 
6.1 Historical Background. . . . . . . . . . ................... . 

6.2 Constitutional History ............................. . 

6.3 System of Govemment .... . ....................... . 


6.3.1 Head of State ......................... . ... . 

6.3.2 The Legislature ........................... . 

6.3.3 Govemment .............................. . 


6.4 Legal and Judicial System .......................... . 

6.5 Electoral System and Elections ............... . ...... . 

6.6 Political Parties and Party System .................... . 

6.7 Federalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............. . 

6.8 Civil-Military Relations and the Security Sector .......... . 

6.9 Political Cultore and Civil Society ............. . ...... . 

6.10 Media System ......... . ......................... . 


71 

73 

77 

79 

79 

82 

85 

86 

89 

91 

94 

97 

99 


101 

102 

103 


113 

115 

119 

121 

123 

125 

126 

128 

131 

134 

135 

137 


141 

143 

147 

148 

148 

149 

151 

152 

154 

158 

162 

164 

166 

168 


6.11 Outlook ...... .. ............................... . 169 

References . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... . 170 


7 	 Myanmar: The Challenging Transition from Military 

to Democratic Government. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. J77 

7.1 Historical Background and Current Political ChaUenges. . . . . 179 

7.2 Constitutional History ................. . .......... " 183 

7.3 System of Govemment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 185 


7.3.1 Head of State and Govemment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 186 

7.3.2 Legislature. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 188 


7.4 Legal and Judicial System . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 189 

7.5 Electoral System and Elections. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 192 

7.6 Parties and Party System . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 195 

7.7 State Administration. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 197 

7.8 Civil-Military Relations. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 200 

7.9 Polítical Culture, Civil Society, and Media System. . . . . . . .. 202 

7.10 Outlook.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 205 

References . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 207 


8 	 Philippines: People Power and Defective Elite Democracy. . . . . . . 213 

8.1 Historical Background. . . . . ..................... . .. . 215 

8.2 Constitutional Development. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 219 

8.3 System of Govemment . ...... ... .................. . 220 


8.3.1 Head of State and Govemment .... . ........ . .. . 220 

8.3.2 Congress ................................ . 224 


8.4 Legal and Judicial System ....... . .................. . 228 

8.5 Electoral System and Elections ...................... . 231 

8.6 Parties and Party System ........................... . 237 

8.7 State Administration .......... . ........ .. ... . . . ... . 241 

8.8 Civil-Military Relations .......................... . . 243 

8.9 Political Culture and Civil Society ........... .. ....... . 245 

8.10 Media S ystem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 246 

8.11 Outlook .......... .. ........................... . 247 

References . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 248 


9 	 Singapore: Contradicting Conventional Wisdoms About 

Authoritarianism, State, and Development . . . . .. .. .......... . 255 

9.1 Historical Background ........ .. ................... . 257 

9.2 Constitutional History ................ . ......... ... . 259 

9.3 System of Govemment ....... .. ....... . ........... . 261 


9.3.1 President ... .. ........... . ........... . ... . 262 

9.3.2 Prime Minister and Cabinet .................. . 263 

9.3.3 Parliament ............................ . .. . 263 


9.4 Legal and Judicial System .......................... . 265 


9.5 Electoral System and Elections ...................... . 268 




xii 	 Contents Contents xiii 


9.6 Political Parties and Party System . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 272 

9.7 State Administration. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 274 

9.8 Civil-Military Relations ........................... , 276 

9.9 	 Polítical Culture and Civil Society . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 277 

9.10 	 Media System. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 279 

9.11 Outlook. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 281 

References . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 284 


10 	 Thailand: The Vicious Cycle of Civilian Government 

and Military Rule. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 291 

10.1 Historical Background . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 293 

10.2 Constitutional Development. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 296 

10.3 System of Govemment. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 299 


10.3.1 	 Head of State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 300 

10.3.2 	 The Executive and Legislature. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 301 

10.3.3 	 Mechanisms of Horizontal Accountability 


and Watchdog Organizations. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 304 

10.4 Legal System and Judiciary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 305 

10.5 ElectoraI System and Elections . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 306 

10.6 Política1 Parties and Party System . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 311 

10.7 State Administration. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 315 

10.8 Civil-Military Relations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 317 

10.9 Political Culture and Civil Society . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 319 

10.10 Media System. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 322 

10.11 Outlook........................................ 323 

References . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 324 


11 	 Timor-Leste: Challenges of Creating a Democratic and Effective 

State ............................................... . 331 

11.1 Historical Background ............................. . 333 

11.2 Constitutional Development. ....................... . 338 

11.3 System of Govemment ............................ . 339 


11.3.1 	 President................................. 340 

11.3.2 	 Prime Minister and Council of Ministers ......... . 341 

11.3.3 	 Parliament ............................... . 342 

11.3.4 	 Interactions Between Presidency, Cabinet, 


and Legislature. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 343 

11.4 Legal and Judicial System ................. .. ....... . 345 

11.5 Electora1 System and Elections ...................... . 346 

11.6 Politica1 Parties and Party System .................... . 349 

11.7 State Administration and Stateness. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 352 

11.8 Civi1-Mi1itary Re1ations and Security Govemance ........ . 355 

11.9 Civil Society .................................... . 357 

11.10 Media System ................................... . 360 

11.11 Outlook ....................................... . 361 

References . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..................... . 361 


12 	 Vietnam: The Socialist Party State. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 367 

12.1 Historical Background . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 369 

12.2 Constitutional Development. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 374 

12.3 System of Govemment and the Socialist Party State. . . . . . .. 375 

12.4 Parties and Party System . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 379 

12.5 Judicial and Legal System. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 382 

12.6 Electoral System and Elections . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 384 

12.7 State Administration and Decentralization . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 387 

12.8 Civil-Military Relations. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 388 

12.9 Political Culture, Media System, and Civil Society . . . . . . . .. 393 

12.10 Outlook . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 397 

References . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 398 


13 	 Conclusions: Comparing Governments and Political Institutions 

in Southeast Asia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 403 

13.1 	 Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 403 

13.2 	 ConstÍtutions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 403 

13.3 	 Legal Systems and ConstitutionaI Review . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 407 

13.4 	 Systems of Govemment .... . ..................... " 411 

13.5 	 Elections and ElectoraI Systems. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 416 

13.6 	 Political Parties and Party Systems . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 422 

13.7 	 State and Administration. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 425 

13.8 	 CiviI-Military Relations. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 427 

13.9 	 Political Legitimacy and Civil Society . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 431 

13.10 Outlook........................................ 436 

References. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 438 




xii 	 Contents Contents xiii 


9.6 	 Political Parties and Party System ................... " 272 

9.7 	 State Administration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 274 

9.8 	 Civil-Military Relations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 276 

9.9 	 Political Culture and Civil Society . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 277 

9.10 	 Media System . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 279 

9.11 Outlook. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 281 

References. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 284 


10 	 Thailand: The Vicious Cycle of Civilian Government 

and Military Rule. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 291 

10.1 Historical Background . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 293 

10.2 Constitutional Development. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 296 

10.3 System of Govemment. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 299 


10.3.1 	 Head of State. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 300 

10.3.2 	 The Executive and Legislature. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 301 

10.3.3 	 Mechanisms of Horizontal Accountability 


and Watchdog Organizations. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 304 

10.4 Legal System and Judiciary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 305 

10.5 Electoral System and Elections . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 306 

10.6 Political Parties and Party System . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 311 

10.7 State Administration. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 315 

10.8 Civil-Military Relations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 317 

10.9 	 Poli tical Culture and Civil Society . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 319 

10.10 	 Media System. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 322 

10.11 Outlook........................... . ............ 323 

References. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 324 


11 	 Timor-Leste: Challenges of Creating a Democratic and EtTective 

State ............................................... . 331 

11.1 Historical Background ............................. . 333 

11.2 Constitutional Development ........................ . 338 

11.3 System of Govemment ............................ . 339 


11.3.1 	 President ................................ . 340 

11.3.2 	 Prime Minister and Council of Ministers ......... . 341 

11.3.3 	 Parliament ....... . ....................... . 342 

11.3.4 	 lnteractions Between Presidency, Cabinet, 


and Legislature ........................... . 343 

11.4 Legal and Judicial System .......................... . 345 

11.5 Electoral System and Elections ...... . ............... . 346 

11.6 Polítical Parties and Party System .................... . 349 

11.7 State Administration and Stateness ................... . 352 

11.8 Civil-Military Relations and Security Govemance ........ . 355 

11.9 Civil Society .................................... . 357 

11.10 Media System ................................... . 360 

11.11 Outlook ....................................... . 361 

References . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . 361 


12 Vietnam: The Socialist Party State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 367 

12.1 Historical Background. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 369 

12.2 Constitutional Development. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 374 

12.3 System of Govemment and the Socialist Party State. . . . . . .. 375 

12.4 Parties and Party System . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 379 

12.5 Judicial and Legal System . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 382 

12.6 Electoral System and Elections. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 384 

12.7 State Administration and Decentralization. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 387 

12.8 	 Civil-Military Relations. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 388 

12.9 	 Political Culture, Media System, and Civil Society . . . . . . . .. 393 

12.10 Outlook........................................ 397 

References . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 398 


13 	 Conclusions: Comparing Governments and Political Institutions 

in Southeast Asia. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 403 

13.1 lntroduction. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 403 

13.2 Constitutíons..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 403 

13.3 Legal Systems and Constitutional Review . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 407 

13.4 Systems of Govemment. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 411 

13.5 Elections and Electoral Systems. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 416 

13.6 Polítical Parties and Party Systems .................. " 422 

13.7 State and Administration. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 425 

13.8 Civil-Military Relations. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 427 

13.9 Political Legitimacy and Civil Society . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 431 

13.10 Outlook.......................... . ............. 436 

References . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 438 





