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Vou eannot ehoose between party government and Parliamentary 

govemment. I say you ean have no Parliamentary govemment if 

you have no party govemment; and, therefore, when gentlemen 

denounee party government, they strike at that seheme of 

govemment whieh, in my opinion, has ma de this eountry great, 

and whieh, I hope, wiIl keep it great. 

BENJAMIN DISRAELI, speeeh in the House ofCommons, 

August 30, 184 8 

Modern demoeracy is unthinkable save in terms of parties. As a 

matter of faet, the eondition of the parties is the best possible 

evidenee of the nature of any regime. 

E. E. SCHATTSCHNEIDER, Party Government (1942) 

In a two-party system one party always represents the govemment 

and aetually runs the eountry, so that, temporarily, the party in 

power beeomes identical with the state .... Since the role of each 

party is limited in time, the opposition party exerts a control 

whose efficiency is strengthened by the certainty that it is the 

ruler of tomorrow.... The multiparty system never allows any 

one man or any one party to assume fuIl responsibility, with the 

natural consequence that no government, formed by party 

alliances, ever feels fuIly responsible .... Since the rise of the party 

systems it has been a matter of course to identify parties with 

particular interests, economic or others, and all Continental 

parties, not only these labor groups, have been very frank in 

admitting this .... The Anglo-Saxon party, on the contrary, 

founded on some "particular principIe" for the service of the 

"national interest" is itself the actual or future state of the countryj 

particular interests are represented in the party itself, as its right 

and left wing, and held in check by the very neeessities of 

govemment. 

HANNAH ARENDT, The Origins ofTotalitarianism (1951) 
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