
RHETORIC 'DEMOCRATICDEUBERATION 
VOLUME li' 

EDITED BY CHERYL GLENN AND STEPHEN BROWNE 

THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY 

Co-founding Editor: J. Michael Hogan 

Editorial Board: 

Robert Asen (University ofWisconsin-Madison) 

Debra Hawhee (The Pennsylvania State University) 

J. Michael Hogan (The Pennsylvania State University) 


Peter Levine (Tufts University) 


Steven J. Mailloux (University of California, lrvine) 


Krista Ratcliffe (Marquette University) 


Karen Tracy (University ofColorado, Boulder) 


Kirt Wilson (The Pennsylvania State University) 


David Zarefsky (Northwestern University) 


Rhetoric and Democratic Deliberation focuses on the 

interplay ofpublic discourse, politics, and democratic action. 

Engaging with diverse theoretical, cultural, and criticai 

perspectives, books published in this series offer fresh 

perspectives on rhetoric as it relates to education, social 

movements, and governments throughout the world. 

A complete list ofbooks in this series is located at the back 

of this volume. 

VOTES THAT COUNT AND 
VOTERS WHO DON'T 

HOW JOURNALlSTS SIDELlNE ELECTORAL PARTICIPATION 

(WITHOUT EVEN KNOWING IT) 

SHARON E. JARVIS ANO SOO-HYE HAN 

The Pennsylvania State University Press I University Park, Pennsylvania 



Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 

Names: Jarvis, Sharon E., 1969- author. 1 Han, 
Soo-Hye, 1976- author. 

Title: Votes that count and voters who don't: how 
journalists sideline electoral participation 
(without even knowing it) 1Sharon E. Jarvis 
and Soo-Hye Han. 

Other titles: Rhetoric and democratic deliberation. 
Description: University Park, Pennsylvania: The 

Pennsylvania State University Press, [2018]1 Series: 
Rhetoric and democratic deliberation 1 Includes 
bibliographical references and indexo 

Summary: "Examines how journalists have portrayed 
electoral participation in the United States. The 
authors analyze depictions ofvoters in print news 
coverage over the course of eighteen presidential 
elections (1948-2016), describe people's reactions 
to those depictions, and share insights from their 
interviews with more than fifty elite journalists"­
Provided by publisher. 

Identifiers: LCCN 2018026202 1 
ISBN 9780271081250 (cloth : alk. pape r) 
ISBN 9780271081267 (pbk : alk. paper) 

Subjects: LCSH: Voting-United States-History. 1 
Voting research-United States.1 Journalism­
Political aspects-United States. 

Classification: LCC JK1965.J37 20181 
DDC 324.973--dC23 

LC record available at https:lllccn.loc.gov 
12018026202 

Copyright © 2018 Sharon E. Jarvis and Soo-Hye Han 
Ali rights reserved 
Printed in the United States ofAmerica 
Published by The Pennsylvania State University Press, 
University Park, PA 16802-1003 

The Pennsylvania State University Press is a member 
of the Association of University Presses. 

It is the policy ofThe pennsylvania State University 
Press to use acid-free paper. Publications on uncoated 
stock satisfY the minimum requirements of American 
National Standard for Information Sciences­
Permanence of Paper for Printed Library Material, 
ANSI z39.48-1992. 

http:https:lllccn.loc.gov


CONTENTS 

Acknowledgments I ix 


Introduction: Journalists and Voters I 1 


Portraying the Voter I 13 


2 Discounting the Voter I 34 


3 Positioning the Voter I 56 


4 Influencing the Voter I 78 


5 Struggling with the Voter I 96 


6 Spinning for the Voter I 116 


Appendix I 141 


Notes I 161 


Index I 191 



