
''An invaluable book that helps us all better understand how a country that 

was once the most exciting social laboratory for change descended into 

such a profound crisis. Written amid rising US aggression and internaI 

repression, this collection of insightful essays critical1y foregrounds the 

often-silenced voices of Venezuelan leftists seeking a democratic and anti­

capitalist path out of the crisis, making it essential reading for anyone inter­

ested in genuinely grappling with the complex realities of Venezuela today." 

-Federico Fuentes, editor of LINKS: 

InternationalJournal o[Socialist Renewal 

"Unlike the schematic, polarized takes that dominate discussion of Ven­

ezuela, this book offers a well-informed, reflective examination that 

aims not to persuade but to probe-critically and in depth-the polítical, 

economic, and environmental dynamics of the current Venezuelan pro­

cesso Newcomers will find enough context to form a solid, integrated 

picture of what's happening, while readers seeking more will find rigor­

ous, up-to-date analysis of Venezuela's complex reality today. I highly 

recommend this book." 

- Edgardo Lander, retired professor, 

Venezuela Central University 

"Coming at a time of global capitalist crisis and escalating geopolitical 

conflict, Venezuela in Crisis could not be more timely and urgent. These 

essays, written by Venezuelan socialists themselves, make clear that US 

economic warfare and rightwing counterrevolution are not enough to 

explain the Venezuelan crisis. Notwithstanding its socialist rhetoric, 

the Maduro regime has turned to authoritarian control in its drive to 

deepen a model of extractivist and rentier capitalism that has sacrificed 

the working class to local and transnational capital. The degeneration 

of the Bolivarian process is both a tragedy and a lesson for popular 

struggles from below throughout the Americas and beyond: would-be 

socialist projects cannot serve both capital and the working class. The 

internationalleft must stand in solidarity with the Venezuelan popular 

classes by opposing both US intervention and the Maduro regime." 

- William I. Robinson, distinguished professor 

of sOciology, global, and Latin American studies, 

University of California at Santa Barbara 
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