
Ellen 80S · Astrid Lorenz 

Editors 


Politics and Society in 
Hungary 
(De-)Democratization, 

Orbán and the EU 


~ Springer 



r 
Editors 
Ellen Bos Astrid Lorenz 
Chair of Comparative Politics with a Faculty of Social Sciences and 
Focus on Central and Eastern Europe in Philosophy, Leipzig Universitv 
the EU, Andrássy University Budapest Leipzig. Germany 
Budapest, Hungary 

(De-)Democratization, Party C 
Constraints in Hungary ........ . 
Astrid Lorenz and Ellen Bos 

Functional Deficiencics oI' J)emoc 
of Democratic Procedurcs in H 

Ellen Bos 

The Agony of a Young Consti tu 
Hungarian Constitution 1989 to 
András Jakab and Eszter Bodnár 

Judicial Review and Politics in 

ISBN 978-3-658-39825-5 ISBN 978-3-658-39826-2 (eBook) Kálmán Pócza 
https://doLorgllO.1007/978-3-658-39826-2 

Traditional Social Cleavagcs and 
© The Editor(s) (if applicable) and Thc Author(s), under exclusivc Iiccnse to Springcr Fachmc­ Party System ................. . 
dien Wiesbaden GmbH, part of Springer Nature 2023 Melani Barlai 
This work is subject to copyright. All rights are solely and exclusively Iicensed by the Publisher, 
whether the whole OI' part of the material is concerned, specifically the rights of translation. Referendums and 'National C
reprinting, reuse of illustrations, reeitation, broadcasting, reproduction on microfilms OI' in any 
other physical way. and transmission ar information storage and retrieval, electronic adaptation, Zoltán Tibor Pállinger 
computer software, or by similar or dissimilar methodology now known or hereafter developed. 
The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, service marks, etc. in this Civil Socicty, Social Movements 
publication does not imply, even in the absence of a specifie statement, that sueh names are Hungary ... 
exempt from lhe relevant proteetive laws and regulations and therefore free for general use. 

Dániel Mikecz The publisher, the authors, and lhe editors are safe to assume that the advice and informarion in 
this book are believed to be true and aeeurate at the date af publication. Neither the publisher 

The Political Economy of Hnor the authors or the edítors give a wanoanty, expressed or implíed. with respect to the material 

contained herein ar for any errors or omissions lhat may have been made. The publisher remains Dependency on the West....... . 


I~
I1,f2 

I/li 
~í!i/~!

j,f~1 
I l!iJf 

/f/llf .{.J: I ~-t:J!/
~~~~~/
~v~/
(~i/~ 

neutra] with regard to jurisdictional claims in published maps and instirutional affiliarions. 

This Springer imprint is published by the registcred company Springer Fachmedien Wiesbadcn 
GmbH, part or Springer Nature. 
The registered company address is: Abraham-Lincoln-Str. 46, 65189 Wiesbaden, Germany 

Zoltán Pogátsa 

https://doLorgllO.1007/978-3-658-39826-2


(De.)Democratization, Party Competition and Structural 
Constraints in Hungary ....................................... . 
Astrid Lorenz and Ellen Bos 

Functional Deficiencies of Democracy and Instrumentalization 
of Democratic Procedures in Hungary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Ellen Bos 

21 

The Agony of a Young Constitutional Democracy. The 
Hungarian Constitution 1989 to 2019. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
András Jakab and Eszter Bodnár 

51 

Judicial Review and Politics in Hungary 1990-2018. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Kálmán Pócza 

67 

Traditional Social Cleavages and their Impact on the Hungarian 
Party System ............................................. , . . . 
Melani Barlai 

83 

Rererendums and 'National Consultations' in Hungary. . . . . .. . . . . . . . 
Zoltán Tibor Pállinger 

99 

Civil Society, Social Movements and Polítical Participation in 
Hungary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Dániel Mikecz 

121 

The Polítical Economy of Hungary: Managing Structural 
Dependency on the West. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
Zoltán Pogátsa 

137 

v 



VI Contents 

Hungarian Foreign Policy 1990 to 2018: Europeanization without 
Conviction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 157 
András Hettyey 

Hungary's Self-Peripheralization in the European Union: 
Background and Prospects. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 173 
Dániel Hegedüs 

Hungary's Asylum and Migration Policy: Change in Three Stages. . . .. 189 
Paula Beger 

Right-wing Populisrn and Freedom of Science in Viktor Orbán's 
Hungary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 207 
Márk V árszegi 

Regional Policy in Hungary: EfTects of EU Membership and 
National Priorities. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 225 
Gyorgyi Nyikos 

r 

I:dltUI :> 

-~"-<""" ... 
About the Editors 

Prof. Dr. Ellen Bos is Vice-Rectar for 
of Comparative Politics with a Focus Oll 

Andrássy University Budapest. 
Contact: eHen.bos@andrassyunLhu 

Prof. Dr. Astrid Lorenz is Dean of the 
phy and Professor of the political System ( 

Leipzig University. 
Conlact: astrid.lorenz@uni-Ieipzig.de 

------"""."'-~.~ .. 

Contributors 

Dr. Melani Barlai Andrássy 

Paula Beger Leipzig T T~;"M 

Dr. habil. Eszter Bodnár Ph.D. EOi 

Hungary 

Prof. Dr. Ellen Bos Andrássy 

Dr. Dániel Hegedüs Gcrman Marshall Fu 

Dr. habil.András Hettyey Ph.D. Uni 

Prof. Dr. András Jakab University of S 


