
Oxford Studies in Digital Politics 

Series Editor: Andrew Chadwick, Professor of Political Communication in the 
Centre for Research in Communication and Culture and the Department of 
Social Sciences, Loughborough University 

Apostles of Certainty: Data Journalísm and 
the Politícs ofDoubt 
C.W. Anderson 

Usíng Technolog» Buildíng Democracy: Digital 
Campaígníng and the Construction ofCitizenship 
Jessíca Baldwin- Philippí 

Expect Us: Onlíne Communities and Polítical 
Mobilization 
Jessica L. Beyer 

If... Then: Algorithmic Power and Politics 
Taína Bucher 

The Hybrid Media System: Politics and Power 
Andrew Chadwick 

Tile Only Constant ls Change: TechnoIogy, Po/itícal 
Communícatíon, and 1nnovation Over Time 
BenEpstein 

Tweeting to Power: The Social Media Revolution i/I 

American Po/itics 
Jason Gaínous and Kevin M. Wagner 

Risk and Hyperconnectivity: Media and Memories of 
Neoliberalism 
Andrew Hoskins andJohn Tulloch 

Democracy's Fourth Wave?: Digital Media and the 
Arab Spring 
Philip N. Howard and Muzammil M. Hussaín 

Tile Digital Origins ofDictatorship and 
Democracy: Information TechnoIogy and 
Polítical Islam 
Philíp N. Howard 

Analytic Activísm: Digital Listen.ing and the New 
Po/itical Strategy 
David Karpf 

The MoveOn Eifer;}: The Unexpected Transformation 
ofAmerican PolíticaIAdvocacy 
David Karpf 

Prototype Politics: Technology- Intensive Campaigning 
and the Data ofDemocracy 
Daniel Kreiss 

Taking Our Country Back: The Crafting ofNetworked 
Politics from Howard Dean to Barack Obama 
Daniel Kreiss 

, 

Media and Protest LOgiL:S in the Digital Era: 
The Umbrella Movement in 
HongKong 
Francis L.F. Lee andJoseph M. Chan 

Bits and Atoms: Informatíon and Communícatíon 
Technology in Arcas ofLimited Statehood 
Steven Livingston and Gregor Walter- Drop 

Digital Feminist Activism: Girls and Women Fight Back 
Against Rape Culture Kaitlynn Mendes, Jessica 
Ringrose, and Jessalynn Keller 

Digital Citres: Tlle Internet and the Geography of 
Opportunity 
Karen Mossberger, CarolineJ. Tolbert, and Willíam 

W. Franko 

Revolution Stalled: Tlle Polítical Límits oftlle Internet 
in the Post- Soviet Spllere 
Sarah Oates 

Disruptíve Power: The Crisís ofthe State in the 
DigitalAge 
TaylorOwen 

AJfective Publics: Sentiment, TechtloIogy, ilndPo/itics 
Zizi Papacharissi 

The CitizclI Marketer: Promoting Polítical Opinion in 
the Social Media AgeJoel Penney 

Cltinas Digital NationalLçm 
Florian Schneider 

Presidential Campaigning Í/l the Internet Age 
]ennifer Stromer- Galley 

News on the Internet: Informat/on and Cítizenship in 
the 21st Century 
David Tewksbury andJason Rittellberg 

Tlte Clvic Organization and tlte Digital 
Citizen: Communicatítlg Engagement in a 
Networked Age 
ChrísWells 

Computatíonal Propaganda: Political Parties, 
Politidans, and PoUtical Manipulation on Social Media 
Samuel WooJ)ey and Phílip N. Howard 

Networked Publics and Digital Contention: The Politics 
ofEveryday Ufe in Tunisia 
Mohamed Zayani 

The Internet and 
Political Protest in 

Autocracies 

NILS B. WEIDMANN 

and 

ESPEN GEELMUYDEN R0D 

OXFORD 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 



OXFORD 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 

Oxford University Press is a department ofthe University of Oxford. It furthers 
the University's objective ofexcellence in research, scholarship, and education 
by publíshing worldwide. Oxford is a registered trade mark ofOxford University 
Press in the UK and certain other countries. 

Published in the United States ofAmerica by Oxford University Press 
198 Madison Avenue, NewYork, NY 10016, United States ofAmerica. 

© Oxford University Press 2019 

AlI rights reserved. No part of this publícation may be reproduced, stored in 
a retrievaI system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, without the 
prior permission in writing of Oxford University Press, or as expressly permitted 
by law, by lícense, or under terms agreed with the appropriate reproduction 
rights organization. Inquiries concerning reproduction outside the scope of the 
above should be sent to the Rights Department, Oxford University Press, at the 
address above. 

You must not circulate this work in any other form 
and you must impose this same condition on any acquirer. 

Library of Congress CataIoging-in-Publication Data 
Names: Weidmann, Nils B., 1976- author. 1 R0d, Espen Geelmuyden, 1985- author. 
Title: The Internet and política! protest in autocracies / 
Nils B. Weidmann and Espen Geelmuyden R0d. 
Description: NewYork, NY : Oxford University Press, 2019.1 
Series: Oxford studies in digital politics 1 
Includes bibliographicaI references and index.1 
Identifiers: LCCN 2019017492 (print) 1 LCCN 2019018275 (ebook) 1 
ISBN 9780190918323 (Updf) I ISBN 9780190918330 (Epub) 1 
ISBN 9780190918316 (paperback) 1 ISBN 9780190918309 (hardcover) 
Subjects: LCSH: Internet-Polítical aspects. 1 Information 
technoIogy-PoliticaI aspects. 1 Internet and activism. 1 
Protest movements. 1 Polítical persecution. 1 Authoritarianism·1 
BISAC: POLITICAL SCIENCE / Government / Comparative.1 
SOCIAL SCIENCE / General. 1 LANGUAGEARTS & DISCIPLINES / 
Communication Studies. Classification: LCC HM851 (ebook) 1 
LCC HM851 .w42596 2019 (print) 1DDC 303.48/33-dc23 
LC record available at https:/ /lccn.loc.gov /2019017492 

http:lccn.loc.gov


Contents 

Preface ix 


1. 	 Introduction 1 


2. 	 Political MobiLization in Autocracies in the Digital Age 13 


3. 	 Internet Technology and Political Protest 27 


4. 	 Coding Protest Events in Autocracies 39 


5. 	 From Event Reports to Protest AnaLysis 62 


6. 	 Internet Coverage and the Occurrence of Protest 77 


7. 	 Internet Coverage and the Temporal Dynamics of 

Protest 92 


8. 	 Internet Coverage and the Spatial Diffusion of Protest 108 


9. 	 Reinforcement or Substitution? Internet and Protest 

across Different Autocracies 128 


10. ConcLusion 143 


'" 

Appendix 157 


Notes 185 


Bibliography 189 


Index 201 


j 

vii 


