CASES IN

COMPARATIVE

POLITICS

SEVENTH EDITION

PATRICK H. O'NEIL
KARL FIELDS
DON SHARE

oL
W. W. NORTON & COMPANY
Independent Publishers Since 1923



W. W. Norton & Company has been independent since its founding in 1923, when William Warder Norton
and Mary D. Herter Norton first published lectures delivered at the People’s Institute, the adult education divi-
sion of New York City’s Cooper Union. The firm soon expanded its program beyond the Institute, publishing
books by celebrated academics from America and abroad. By midcentury, the two major pillars of Norton’s
publishing program—trade books and college texts—were firmly established. In the 1950s, the Norton family
transferred control of the company to its employees, and today—with a staff of four hundred and a comparable
numbser of trade, college, and professional titles published each year—W. W. Norton & Company stands as the
largest and oldest publishing house owned wholly by its employees.

Copyright © 2021, 2018, 2015, 2013, 2010, 2007, 2004 by W. W. Norton & Company, Inc.
All rights reserved
Printed in Canada

Editor: Laura Wilk

Project Editor: Linda Feldman

Editorial Assistant: Catherine Lilllie

Managing Editor, College: Marian Johnson
Managing Editor, College Digital Media: Kim Yi
Production Manager: Elizabeth Marotta

Media Editor: Spencer Richardson-Jones

Media Associate Editor: Michael Jaoui

Media Editorial Assistant: Lena Nowak-Laird
Marketing Manager, Political Science: Ashley Sherwood
Design Director: Marisa Nakasone

Text Design: Faceout Studio

Map Design: Mapping Specialists

Photo Editor: Catherine Abelman

Permissions Manager: Megan Schindel
Composition: Six Red Marbles

Manufacturing: TC-Transcontinental Printing

Permission to use copyrighted material is included on page A-1.
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: O’Neil, Patrick H., 1966- author. | Fields, Karl J., author. | Share, Donald, author.

Title: Cases in comparative politics / Patrick H. O’Neil, Karl Fields, Don Share.

Description: Seventh edition. | New York : W. W. Norton & Company, [2021] | Includes bibliographical
references and index.

Identifiers: LCCN 2020032658 | ISBN 9780393422931 (paperback) | ISBN 9780393532814 (epub)

Subjects: LCSH: Comparative government—Case studies.

Classification: LCC JF51 .0538 2021 | DDC 320.3—dc23

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2020032658

W. W. Norton & Company, Inc., 500 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10110-0017

WWROIton.com
W. W. Norton & Company Ltd., Castle House, 15 Carlisle Street, London W1D 3BS

1234567890


http:wwnorton.com
https://lccn.loc.gov/2020032658

CONTENTS

ABOUT THE AUTHORS  xxi

PREFACE xxii

WORLD IN COMPARISON  xxvi

l.

INTRODUCTION 2

What Is Comparative Politics? 3
Comparing States 3
Comparing Regimes 7
Comparing Political Conflict and Competition 15
Comparing Societies 17
Comparing Political Economies 20

The Global Context 24

Conclusion 27

UNITED KINGDOM 34
Why Study This Case? 35
Major Geographic and Demographic Features 38

Historical Development of the State 39
Early Development 39
Emergence of the Modern British State 42
The British Empire 43
The Industrial Revolution 44
Gradual Democratization 44
Postwar Politics and Debates on National Identity

and State Sovereignty 46

vii



Political Regime 48
Political Institutions 48
The Branches of Government 52
The Electoral System 60

Local Government 62

Political Conflict and Competition 65
The Party System 65
Elections 73
Civil Society 73

Society 75
Class Identity 76
Ethnic and National Identity 76
Ideology and Political Culture 79

Political Economy &
Foreign Relations and the World 85

Current Issues in the United Kingdom 87
Scotland's Bid for Independence 87
Brexit 90

UNITED STATES os
Why Study This Case? 99

Major Geographic and Demographic Features 101

Historical Development of the State 102
America and the Arrival of the European Colonizers 102
The Revolution and the Birth of a New State 105
Consolidation of a Democratic Republic and Debate over the

Role of the State 105

The Move West and Expansion of the State 107
Civil War and the Threat to Unity 107
The Progressive Era and the Growth of State Power 109
The Great Depression and the New Deal 109
The Civil Rights Movement and the Contemporary Political

Dynamic 10

viii

Contents



Political Regime  m2
Political Institutions 13
The Branches of Government 114
The Electoral System 120

Local Government 123

Political Conflict and Competition 125
The Party System 126
Elections 131
Civil Society 133

Society 134
Ethnic and National Identity 134
Ideology and Political Culture 136

Political Economy 140
Foreign Relations and the World 146

Current Issues in the United States 149
A Dysfunctional Democracy? Political Polarization in the
United States 149
Impeachment: Constitutional Solution or Constitutional

Crisis? 153

FRANCE 10
Why Study This Case? 161
Major Geographic and Demographic Features 164

Historical Development of the State 166

Absolutism and the Consolidation of the Modern French
State 166

The French Revolution, Destruction of the Aristocracy, and
Extension of State Power 168

The Return to Absolutism in Postrevolutionary France 170

Democratization and the Weak Regimes of the Third and
Fourth Republics 171

The Recovery of State Power and Democratic Stability under
the Fifth Republic 173

Contents  ix



Political Regime 174

Political Institutions 174

The Branches of Government 176
The Electoral System 183
Referenda 184

Local Government 185

Other Institutions 186

Political Conflict and Competition 187
The Party System and Elections 187
Civil Society 195

Society 199
Ethnic and National Identity 199
Ideology and Political Culture 203

Political Economy 205
Foreign Relations and the World 210
Current Issues in France 214
Challenges to French National Identity and the Rise of the

Nationalist Right 214
The Future of the French Welfare State 217

GERMANY 224
Why Study This Case? 225

Major Geographic and Demographic Features 227

Historical Development of the State 229

The Absence of a Strong Central State during the Holy Roman
Empire, 800-1806 229

Unification of the German State, the Rise of Prussia, and the
Second Reich, 1806-1918 231

Political Polarization and the Breakdown of Democracy during
the Weimar Republic, 1919-33 234

Fascist Totalitarianism under the Third Reich, 1933-45 236

Contents



Foreign Occupation and the Division of the German State,
1945-49 237
Reunification of the German State, 1990-Present 240
Political Regime 241
Political Institutions 241
The Branches of Government 242
The Electoral System 249

Local Government 250

Political Conflict and Competition 252
The Party System 252
Elections 262

Civil Society 262

Society 265
Ethnic and National Identity 265
Ideology and Political Culture 267

Political Economy 268

Foreign Relations and the World 271
Germany and the Eurozone Debt Crisis 273

Germany, Russia, and the European Union 275

Current Issues in Germany 277
The Politics of Germany’s Energy Future 277

Germany’s Immigration Dilemma 278

JAPAN 286
Why Study This Case? 287

Major Geographic and Demographic Features 290

Historical Development of the State 292
Premodern Japan: Adapting Chinese Institutions 293
Tokugawa Shogunate: Centralized Feudalism 296

Meiji Restoration: Revolution from Above 297

Contents

xi



The Militarist Era: Imperial Expansion and Defeat 299
U.S. Occupation: Reinventing Japan 300

Political Regime 302
Political Institutions 303
The Branches of Government 305
The Electoral System 310
Local Government 313

Other Institutions 314

Political Conflict and Competition 316
The Party System and Elections 316
Civil Society 325

Society 327
Ethnic and National Identity 327
Ideology and Political Culture 330

Political Economy 332

Foreign Relations and the World 336

Japan and Asia 336

‘ Japan and the United States 338
Japan and the World 339

Current Issues in Japan 341
Territorial Tempests 341

Why No Populism in Japan? 344

/. RUSSIA 350
Why Study This Case? 35

Major Geographic and Demographic Features 354

Historical Development of the State 355
Religion, Foreign Invasion, and the Emergence of a Russian
State 355
The Seeds of Revolution 358

The Russian Revolution under Lenin 359

xii ~ Contents




Stalinism, Terror, and the Totalitarian State 360
Stability and Stagnation after Stalin 361
The Failure of Reform and the Collapse of the Soviet
State 362
Political Regime 363
Political Institutions 364
The Branches of Government 365
The Electoral System 371

Local Government 372

Political Conflict and Competition 374
The Party System and Elections 374
Civil Society 378

Society 38
Ethnic and National Identity 381
Ideology and Political Culture 383

Political Economy 384
Foreign Relations and the World 389

Current Issues in Russia 392

Russia and Central Asia: A New “Silk Road” or the Old “Great

Game"? 392

Russia’s Demographic Future 394

CHINA 400
Why Study This Case? 4o
Major Geographic and Demographic Features 404
Historical Development of the State 406
Centralization and Dynastic Rule 406
Affluence without Industrialization—and the Foreign
Challenge 408
The Erosion of Central Authority: Civil War and Foreign

Invasion 410

Contents

xiii



Establishment and Consolidation of a Communist Regime
Experimentation and Chaos under Mao 412

Reform and Opening after Mao 414

Political Regime 416
Political Institutions 418
Communist Party Institutions and Organs 422
The Branches of Government 424
Local Government 429

Other Institutions 430

Political Conflict and Competition 43
The Party System 431
Civil Society 435

Society 44
Ethnic and National Identity 441
Ideology and Political Culture 444

Political Economy 447
State Capitalism and Foreign Investment 450
China’s Growth Model Brings Challenges 452

Foreign Relations and the World 453

Current Issues in China 458

an

The Belt and Road Initiative: Silk Roads for the Twenty-First

Century 458

Orwellian Surveillance in Xinjiang 460

INDIA 466
Why Study This Case? 467
Major Geographic and Demographic Features 470
Historical Development of the State 47
Hinduism, Buddhism, and Islam 472
British Colonialism 474
The Independence Movement 476
Independence 477

xiv

Contents



A Nehru Dynasty 479
Coalition Governments 481
Modi, the BJP, and the Rise of Hindu Nationalism 482

Political Regime 483
Political Institutions 484
The Branches of Government 485
The Electoral System 489

Local Government 490

Political Conflict and Competition 492
The Party System 493
Elections 499
Civil Society 501

Society 503
Ethnic and National Identity 503
Ideology and Political Culture 506

Political Economy 507

Foreign Relations and the World 514
Pakistan and the Kashmir Dispute 514

China, Terrorism, and Great Power Relations 516
Current Issues in India 518

The Politics of Rape 519
The Rise of Hindu Majoritarianism 520

IRAN s28
Why Study This Case? 529
Major Geographic and Demographic Features 532
Historical Development of the State 533
The Persian Legacy and the Islamic Empire 533
Dynastic Rule and the Adoption of Shiism 534
Failed Reforms and the Erosion of Sovereignty 536
Consolidation of Power under the Pahlavi Dynasty 538

Contents

Xv



The Nationalist Challenge under Mosaddeq and
the U.S. Response 540
Authoritarianism and Modernization during the White
Revolution 541
Opposition to the Shah and the Iranian Revolution 542
The Consolidation of an Islamic Republic 544

Political Regime 545
Political Institutions 546
The Branches of Government 547
The Electoral System 552
Local Government 553

Other Institutions 554

Political Conflict and Competition 555
The Challenges of Political Reform 556
Civil Society 559

Society 562
Ethnic and National Identity 562
Ideology and Political Culture 565

Political Economy 568

Foreign Relations and the World 57

Current Issues in Iran 574
The Nuclear Program 574
Alcohol and Drugs in the Islamic Republic 577

1. MEXICO s
Why Study This Case? 583
Major Geographic and Demographic Features 586
Historical Development of the State 587
Independence and Instability: The Search for Order 587
The Porfiriato: Economic Liberalism and Political
Authoritarianism 590

The Revolution 590

xvi Contents



Stability Achieved: The PRI in Power, 1929-2000 592
The Slow Erosion of PRI Power, 1980-2000 593

Political Regime 594
Political Institutions 594
The Branches of Government 596
The Electoral System 601

Local Government 602

Political Conflict and Competition 604
The Party System 604
Civil Society 614

Society 620
Ethnic and National Identity 620
Ideology and Political Culture 621

Political Economy 624
Dimensions of the Economy 626
Economic Crises in the Twilight of PRI Authoritarianism 627
NAFTA and Globalization 627
Economic Policies and Issues 629
The Battle over Oil 630

Foreign Relations and the World 631

Current Issues in Mexico 634
Mexico’s Drug War: Can the Mexican State Contain Organized
Crime? 634
Migration 638

BRAZIL 646
Why Study This Case? 647
Major Geographic and Demographic Features 650

Historical Development of the State 652
The Reluctant Colony 652

Contents  xvii



xviii

The Gold and Diamond Boom and the Rise
of Brazil 654

The Peaceful Creation of an Independent Brazilian
State 654

Republicanism and the Continuation of Oligarchic
Democracy 656

Getulio Vargas and the New State 657

The Democratic Experiment: Mass Politics in the Second
Republic 658

Breakdown of Democracy and Militarization of the
State 658

Gradual Democratization and the Military’s Return to the

Barracks 660

Political Regime 661

Political Institutions 661

The Branches of Government 662
The Electoral System 667

Local Government 669

Other Institutions 670

Political Conflict and Competition 673

The Party System and Elections 673
Civil Society 681

Society 682

Ethnic and National Identity 682
Ideology and Political Culture 684

Political Economy 685
Foreign Relations and the World 692

Current Issues in Brazil 695

Economic Inequality and Crime 695
Political Corruption 696

Contents



SOUTH AFRICA 706
Why Study This Case? 707
Major Geographic and Demographic Features

Historical Development of the State 712
Dutch Rule 713
Boer Migration 713
Defeat of the Afrikaners in the Boer Wars 714
The Renaissance of Afrikaner Power 714
The Apartheid Era 716

The Building of Apartheid and the Struggle against It

Transition to Democracy 719

Political Regime 722
Political Institutions 722
The Branches of Government 723
The Electoral System 727

Local Government 728

Political Conflict and Competition 729
The Party System and Elections 729
Civil Society 738

Society 740
Racism in the Rainbow Nation 740
Ethnic and National Identity 741
Education as a Source of Inequality 743

Ideology and Political Culture 744
Political Economy 745
Foreign Relations and the World 753

Current Issues in South Africa 756
Crime and Corruption 756
The Devastation of HIV/AIDS 759
Land Reform 760

710

717

Contents

Xix



' 14.

NIGERIA 7
Why Study This Case? 767
Major Geographic and Demographic Features

Historical Development of the State 77
Islam and the Nigerian North 772
European Imperialism 772
Independence, Conflict, and Civil War 776
The Military Era 777

Political Regime 780
Political Institutions 781
The Branches of Government 782
The Electoral System 788
Local Government 790
Other Institutions 791
Political Conflict and Competition 792
The Party System 792
Elections 793
Civil Society 801
Society  8os
Ethnic and National Identity 805
Ideology and Political Culture 807

Political Economy 808
Foreign Relations and the World 813

Current Issues in Nigeria 816
The Nigerian State: Can the Center Hold? 816
The Curse of Oil 819

CREDITS A1
INDEX A-3

XX

Contents

770





