Political Power in America

Class Conflict and the Subversion of Democracy

Anthony R. DiMaggio



Cover image: Wikipedia.org / Women’s March on Washington on January 21, 2017
Published by State University of New York Press, Albany

© 2019 State University of New York Press

All rights reserved

Printed in the United States of America

No part of this book may be used or reproduced in any manner whatsoever without
written permission. No part of this book may be stored in a retrieval system or transmitted
in any form or by any means including electronic, electrostatic, magnetic tape, mechanical,
photocopying, recording, or otherwise without the prior permission in writing of the
publisher.

For information, contact State University of New York Press, Albany, NY
www.sunypress.edu

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: DiMaggio, Anthony R., 1980~ author.

Title: Political power in America : class conflict and the subversion of democracy /
Anthony R. DiMaggio.

Description: Albany : State University of New York, [2019] | Includes bibliographical
references and index.

Identifiers: LCCN 2018059960 | ISBN 9781438476933 (hardcover : alk. paper) |
ISBN 9781438476940 (pbk. : alk. paper) | ISBN 9781438476957 (ebook)

Subjects: LCSH: Power (Social sciences)—Political aspects—United States. | Political
participation—Social aspects—United States. | Social conflict—Political aspects—United
States. | Elite (Social sciences)—Political activity—United States. | Protest
movements—Political aspects—United States. | Democracy—Economic aspects—
United States. | Neoliberalism—United States.

Classification: LCC JK275 .D55 2019 | DDC 320.473—dc23

LC record available at https://lcen.loc.gov/2018059960

109876543121



Contents

List of Illustrations

Acknowledgments

Introduction: A Class Analysis of the American Political System

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Theories of Government, Early American History,
and the Politics of Class Conflict

A Constitution in Question: How Democratic is the
Founding Document?

Federalism and the Struggle for Democracy

Interest Groups and the Upper-Class Perversion of
Political Power

Congress: The Dysfunctional Branch

The Executive Branch: Political Power, the Imperial
Presidency, and the Threat to Democracy

The Bureaucracy and Rising Threats to the
Common Good

The Courts and Judicial Process: Ideology, Conflict,
and Class Elitism

Political Parties: A Crisis of Public Confidence

vii

Xi

Xiii

27

43

63

89

111

135

159

173



vi | CONTENTS

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13
Chapter 14

Chapter 15

Chapter 16

Conclusion
Notes

Index

Elections and Voting: Electoral Capture by Elites

Politics and the Media: Bias in Pursuit of
Elite Agendas

Public Opinion and Ideology: The Rise of Right-Wing
Politics and Mass Resistance

Civil Liberties and the Quest for Corporate Personhood
Civil Rights and the Fight for Equality

Economic Policy: Growing Inequality and Business Power
in Politics

Imperialism and U.S. Foreign Policy: Protecting
Business Interests Abroad

: Where Do We Go from Here!?

195

219

251

275

291

317

339

357

363

471



