
It Takes More Than a Candidate 

Why Women Don't Run for Office 

Third Edition 

jENNIFER L. LAWLESS 
University of Virginia 

RICHARD L. FOX 
Loyola Marymount University 

ElCAMBRIDGE 
~ UNIVERSITY PRESS 



DCAMBRIDGE 
• UNIVERSITY PRESS 

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom 

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA 

477 Williarnstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 32°7, Australia 

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, jasola District Centre, 
New Delhi - 110025, Judia 

103 Penang Road, #°5-06/°7, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467 

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, 
a department of the University of Cambridge. 

We share the University's mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of 
education, learning and research at the highest internationallevels of excellence. 

www.cambridge.org 
Information on this tirle: www.cambridge.org/9781009598231 

DOI: 10.1°17/9781009598248 

© jennifer L. Lawless and Richard L. Fox 2005, 2010, 2025 

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions 
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take 

place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment. 

When citing this work, pIease include a reference to the DOI 
10.1017/97810°9598248 

First published 2005 
Second edition 2010 
Third edition 2025 

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library 

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 
NAMES: LawIess, jennifer L., 1975- author. I Fox, Richard L., author. 

TITLE: It takes more than a candidate: why women don't run for office 1 
jennifer L. Lawless, Richard L. Fox. 

OESCRIPTION: Third edirion. I Cambridge, United Kingdom; New York, NY: 
Cambridge University Press, 2025. I Includes bibliographical references and indexo 

IDENTIFIERS: LCCN 2024°5013 I I ISBN 9781009598231 (hardback) I 
ISBN 9781009598262 (paperback) I ISBN 9781009598248 (ebook) 

SUB]ECTS: LCSH: Women - Polítical activity - United States. I Political 
participation - United States. I Women political candidates - United 

States. I Women - United States - Attitudes. I Sex role - United States. 
CLASSIFICATION: LCC HQI236.5.u6 L38 2025 I OOC 320.082-dc23/eng/20250102 

LC record available at https:lllccn.loc.govh024050131 

ISBN 978-1-°°9-59823-1 Hardback 
ISBN 978-1-°°9-59826-2 Paperback 

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence 
or accuracy of URLs for externaI or third-party internet websites referred to in this 

publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will 
remain, accurate or appropriate. 

List of Figures 

List ofTables 

Acknowle,{ 

I 

2 

3 

4 

5 Gender, Pa 

6 Gendered 

7 Taking the 

8 

Appendices 

Works Cited 

Index 



MCAMBRIDGE 
• UNIVERSITY PRESS 

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB 2. 8EA, United Kingdom 

One Liberty Plaza, 2.oth Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA 

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia 

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, 
New Delhi - II0025, India 

103 Penang Road, #05-06107, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467 

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, 
a department of the University of Cambridge. 

We share the University's mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of 
education, learning and research at the highest internationallevels of excellence. 


www.cambridge.org 

Information on this tide: www.cambridge.org/978Io09598231 


DOI: 10.1017/9781009598248 


© Jennifer L. Lawless and Richard L. Fox 2005, 2010, 2025 

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions 

of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take 


place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment. 


When citing this work, please include a reference to the DOI 

10.1017/9781009598248 


First published 2005 

Second edition 2010 

Third edition 2025 


A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library 

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 
NAMES: Lawless, jennifer L., 1975- author. I Fox, Richard L., author. 


TITLE: It takes more than a candidate: why women don't run for office 1 

]ennifer L. Lawless, Richard L. Fox. 


DESCRIPTION: Third edition. I Cambridge, United Kingdom; New York, NY : 

Cambridge University Press, 2025. I Includes bibliographical references and indexo 


IDENTIFIERS: LCCN 2024°5°131 I ISBN 9781009598231 (hardback) I 

ISBN 9781009598262 (paperback) I ISBN 9781009598248 (ebook) 


SUB}ECTS: LCSH: Women - Polítical activity - United States. I Polítical 

participation - United States. I Women polítical candidates - United 


States. I Women - United States - Attitudes. I Sex role - United States. 

CLASSIFICATION: LCC HQI236.5.u6 L38 2025 I DDC 320.082-dc23/eng/20250102 


LC record available at https:/llccn.loc.govI20240501 31 


ISBN 978-1-°°9-59823-1 Hardback 

ISBN 978-1-009-59826-2 Paperback 


Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence 

or accuracy of URLs for externaI or third-party internet websites referred to in this 


publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will 

rema in, accurate or appropriate. 


Contents 

List ofFigures page vii 
List of Tables IX 

Acknowledgments Xl 

I Still a Man's World? I 

2 Gender and Candidate Emergence 14 
3 The Gender Gap in Polítical Ambitíon 27 
4 Famíly Dynamics and Running for Office 4° 
5 Gender, Party, and Political Recruitment 61 

6 Gendered Self-Perceptions of Candidate Viabilíty 79 
7 Taking the Plunge 100 

8 The Persistent Gender Gap in Politica! Ambition 116 

Appendices 129 
Works Cited 157 
lndex 17 I 

v 

https:/llccn.loc.govI2024050131
http:HQI236.5.u6
www.cambridge.org/978Io09598231
http:www.cambridge.org

