Electoral System
Incentives for Interparty
and Intraparty Politics

BRIAN F. CRISP
PATRICK CUNHA SILVA
SANTIAGO OLIVELLA

AND
GUILLERMO ROSAS

OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS


http:www.ecprnet.eu

OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS
Great Clarendon Street, Oxford, OX2 6DP,
United Kingdom

Oxford University Press is a department of the University of Oxford.
It furthers the University’s objective of excellence in research, scholarship,
and education by publishing worldwide. Oxford is a registered trade mark of
Oxford University Press in the UK and in certain other countries

© Brian F. Crisp, Patrick Cunha Silva, Santiago Olivella, and Guillermo Rosas 2025
The moral rights of the authors have been asserted.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system,
transmitted, used for text and data mining, or used for training artificial intelligence, in any form or
by any means, without the prior permission in writing of Oxford University Press, or as expressly
permitted by law, by licence or under terms agreed with the appropriate reprographics rights
organization. Enquiries concerning reproduction outside the scope of the above should be sent
to the Rights Department, Oxford University Press, at the address above.

You must not circulate this work in any other form
and you must impose this same condition on any acquirer.

Published in the United States of America by Oxford University Press
198 Madison Avenue, New York, NY 10016, United States of America

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
Data available
Library of Congress Control Number: 2024952473
ISBN 9780198956556
DOI: 10.1093/9780198956587.001.0001

Printed and bound by
CPI Group (UK) Ltd, Croydon, CRO 4YY

Links to third party websites are provided by Oxford in good faith and
for information only. Oxford disclaims any responsibility for the materials
contained in any third party website referenced in this work.

MIX
Paper | Supporting

rasponsible forestry
E%ucm FSC* C013604

The manufacturer’s authorised representative in the EU for product safety is
Oxford University Press Espana S.A. of El Parque Empresarial San Fernando de Henares, Avenida
de Castilla, 2 - 28830 Madrid (www.oup.es/en or
product.safety@oup.com). OUP Espana S.A. also acts as importer into Spain
of products made by the manufacturer.


mailto:producLsafety@oup.com
www.oup.es/enor

Contents

List of Figures ix
List of Tables xi
List of Abbreviations xiii

PARTI THE RULES OF THE GAME

1. Party Politics 3
1.1 The Politics of Interparty Competition 6

1.2 The Politics of Intraparty Competition 9

1.3 The Two-Dimensional Interparty-Intraparty Space 14

1.4 Structure of the Book 16

1.5 Products From the Larger Project 18

1.6 Rationale, Scope, and Likely Readership 20

2. Electoral Rules 22
2.1 The Component Rules of Electoral Systems 23

2.1.1 Rules Frequently Thought to Shape Interparty
Incentives 23
2.1.2 Rules Frequently Thought to Shape Intraparty

Incentives 28

2.2 Summary 35

3. Electoral Systems 37
3.1 Electoral System Families 38

3.2 The Proportional Representation Family 38

3.3 The Majoritarian/Pluralitarian Family 45

3.4 The Mixed-Member Family 54

3.5 Conclusion 55

PART II INCENTIVES IN THE I-I SPACE

4. Simulating the Effect of Electoral System Incentives 59
4.1 A Simulated World 62
4.2 Our Approach 64
4.3 Algorithmic Elections 66
4.3.1 Our Quantities of Interest 77

4.3.2 The Interparty and Intraparty Incentives of
Electoral Systems 79

4.4 Other Potential Uses for the Simulation Approach 84


mailto:roduct.safety@oup.com
www.oup.es/enor

vi CONTENTS

5. Component Rules and Interparty and Intraparty
Incentives

5.1 The Marginal Effects of Component Rules on TDE
5.1.1 District Magnitude
5.1.2 Seat Allocation Formula
5.1.3 Electoral Threshold

5.2 Marginal Effects of Component Rules on Ap
5.2.1 Ballot Type
5.2.2 Number and Level of Votes
5.2.3 District Magnitude and Ballot Type

5.3 Accounting for Negative TDE Scores

5.4 Conclusion

6. Placing “Real-World” Electoral Systems in the I-1 Space
6.1 A Tale of Three Electoral Systems
6.2 Electoral Systems on the I-I Space
6.2.1 Mapping Democracies
6.2.2 Mapping Archetypal Cases
6.3 Introducing the I* dashboard
6.4 Conclusion

PART III INTERPARTY POLITICS

7. The Size of the Party System
7.1 The Effective Number of Parties
7.2 TDEand N
7.3 Conclusion

8. The Distribution of Partisan Ideological Locations
8.1 Party Dispersion and Electoral Systems
8.2 Identifying Party Locations
8.3 Measuring Dispersion and Concentration
8.3.1 Dispersion and Polarization
8.3.2 Dispersion and Social Heterogeneity
8.4 TDE and Party System Dispersion
8.5 Conclusion

9. Congruence
9.1 Ideological Congruence in Theory and Practice
9.2 Measuring Citizens’ and Politicians’ Preferences
9.3 One-to-One and Many-to-Many Congruence in Latin America
9.4 Results
9.5 Conclusion

86
87
87
89
91
92
92
93
95
96
98

100
101
109
109
111
119
120

125
127
129
136

139
140
143
145
147
148
149
154

156
157
159
161
166
169



CONTENTS Vil

PART IV INTRAPARTY POLITICS

10. Campaigns for Office 175
10.1 Intensity, Complexity, Cash, and Focus 176
10.2 Campaigns and AP 178
10.3 Conclusion 184

11. Constituency Service 186
11.1 Directly Observed v. Self-Reported Indicators

of Constituency Service 187
11.2 Empirical Analysis 189
11.2.1 Building a Constituency Service Score 191
11.2.2 Results 193
11.3 Conclusion 198

12. Committee Systems and Assignments 200
12.1 Intraparty Incentives and Committees 201
12.2 The Size of the Committee System 202
12.3 Assignment of MPs and MCs to Committees 208
12.4 Conclusion 212

13. Party Unity 213
13.1 Sources of Unity 214
13.2 Observing Party Unity 216
13.3 Party Disunity and Electoral System Incentives 225
13.4 Conclusion 231

14. Programmatic Policy or Pork Barrel 232
14.1 Efforts to Measure the Balance between Programmatic

and Pork Barrel Policies 233
14.2 Pork Barrel and AP 235
14.2.1 Bill Targets in Honduras 236
14.3 Conclusion 239

PART V CONCLUSION

15. Electing to Simulate 243
15.1 Our Data 244
15.2 Addressing Theoretically Motivated Extensions 246

15.3 A Final Re-Statement of the Benefits of Our Approach
(and an Invitation to Take Advantage of Our Groundwork) 248



viii

D:
E:

CONTENTS

PART VI APPENDICES

: Examples of Seat Allocation Formulas in Proportional

Representation Systems
Alternative Electoral System Names

: Gradient-Boosted Machine Models: The Fine Print

C.1 Predicting TDE

C.2 Predicting ap

C.3 Coding real electoral systems

Measures of Unity Based on Network Eigendecomposition

Data Sources

Bibliography
Author Index
Subject Index

255
258
259
260
262
264
267
269

288
298
300





