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VI Preface 

What belongs to the political system, and what are ít8 limits? On the one 
it eomprises more than the state and its institutions, on the other hand, less than 

as a whole: namely, alI activities and role contexts by means of which 
decisions binding on society as a whole are consciously influenced, legitimately 
brought about and enforced in society. Understood in this way, the individual 
does not belong to the polítical system as a whole person, but in the roles of citi­
zen, voter and non-voter, member of an association or party, demonstrator, mem­
ber of parliament, civil servant, etc.; analogously, an organized group, insofar as it 
seeks to influence those decisions. 

A system representation has not to concentrate on single processes and the 
current of the day, but on the typically recurring, on lasting structures and behav­
ior pattems. Nor can it limit itself to the bare present, but must include histori­
cal aspects that provide the film, 80 to speak, that ends wíth the present. Only in 
this way can a politicaI system be better understood. In addition, the presentation 
includes brief side glances at conditions in comparable countries-this makes it 
possible to classify German conditions realistically and not just measure them 
against the bar of ideal ideas. 

What is new in the present edition is not only the replaced verification tech­
nique. Another change i8 that the previous sole author Wolfgang Rudzio, who is 
now 87 years old, handed over the new edition of the book to his younger col­
league Tom Mannewitz. The latter has incorporated new literature, the latest data 
(also from recent1y digitized data collections) and new accents to bring the pres­
entation up to date. The older parts of the text, on the other hand, were written by 
the previous author. With this transition, we hope to open a path for the book into 
the future. Later, Tom Mannewitz will be the sole author of the book. We thank 
the publisher for having suggested such a transition. 

Tom Mannewitz 
Wolfgang Rudzio 
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