
Why Neo-Militant Democracies 
Endure 
The Inner Six in Comparative Perspective 

Edited by Joanna Rak 

I~ ~~~;~;~~;uP 

LONOON ANO NEW YORK 



First published 2024 
by Routledge 
4 Park Square, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4RN 

and by Routledge 
605 ThirdAvenue, New York, NY 10158 

Routledge is an imprint ofthe Taylor & FranC1S Group, an informa busmess 

© 2024 selection and editorial matter, Joanna Rak: individual chapters, the 
contributors 

The right of Joanna Rak to be identified as the author ofthe editorial 
material and ofthe authors for their individual chapters, has been asserted 
in accordance with sections 77 and 78 ofthe Copyright, Designs and 
Patents Act 1988. 

AlI rights reserved. No part ofthis book may be reprínted or reproduced or 
utílised in any form or by any electronic, mechanical, or other m~ans, n~w 
known or hereafter invented, including photocopyíng and recordmg, or In 

any informatíon storage or retrieval system, without permission in writíng 
from the publishers. 

Trademark notice: Product or corporate names may be trademarks or 
registered trademarks, and are used only for identification and explanation 
without intent to infringe. 

British Librmy Cataloguing-in-Publication Data 
A catalogue record for this book 1S avaílable from the British Library 

ISBN: 978-1-032-66552-8 (hbk) 
ISBN: 978-1-032-69078-0 (pbk) 
ISBN: 978-1-032-69079-7 (ebk) 

DOI: 10.4324/9781032690797 

Typeset in Times New Roman 
by Apex CoVantage, LLC 

Contents 


About the contributors 

A cknowledgments 


Introduction 

Methodological and Theoretical Assumptions for Studying 
the Endurance of Neo-militant Demoeracies 
JOANNARAK 

2 	 Central and Eastern Europe From the Great Recession 

to Warfare Times: Labile Endurance ofQuasi- and Neo­

militant Democracies 


JOAN~A RAK, MACIEJ SKRZYPEK, AND ROMAN BÁCKER 

3 	 The Inner Six in a Historiea) Context: From Militant to Neo­
militant Democracies 
ROMAN BÂCKER 

H 

Case Studies 

4 	 Ignore Threats or Believe in the Inviolability of Rules? 
Restrictions 00 the Freedom ofAssoeiatioo, Registration, and 
Functioning or Political Parties 
MACIEJ SKRZYPEK 

5 	 Electoral Rights for Ali? Restrictions 00 Passive and Active 

Voting Rights 

KAMILA REZMER AND AGNIESZKA FILIPIAK 



, 


First published 2024 
by Routledge 
4 Park Square, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon OXl4 4RN 

and by Routledge 
605 ThirdAvenue, New York, NY 10158 

Rout!edge is an imprint ofthe Taylor & Francis Group, an informa business 

© 2024 selection and editorial matter, Joanna Rak; individual chapters, the 

contributors 

The right of Joanna Rak to be identified as the author ofthe editorial 
material, and ofthe authors for their individual chapters, has been asserted 
in accordance with sections 77 and 78 ofthe Copyright, Designs and 
Patents Act 1988. 

AIl rights reserved. No part ofthis book may be reprinted or reproduced or 
utilised in any form or by any electronic, mechanical, or other means, now 
known or hereafter invented, including photocopying and recording, or in 
any information storage or retrieval system, without permission in writing 
fram the publishers. 

Trademark notice: Product or corporate names may be trademarks or 
registered trademarks, and are used only for identification and explanation 

without intent to infringe. 

British Library Cata!oguing-in-Publication Data 
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library 

ISBN: 978-1-032-66552-8 (hbk) 

ISBN: 978-1-032-69078-0 (pbk) 

ISBN: 978-1-032-69079-7 (ebk) 


DOI: 10.4324/9781032690797 

Typeset in Times New Roman 

by Apex Co Vantage, LLC 


Contents 


A bout the contributors 

A cknowledgments 

vii 
ix 

I 

Introduction 

Methodological and Theoretical Assumptions for Studying 
the Endurance of Neo-militant Democracies 
JOANNARAK 

3 

2 Central and Eastern Europe From the Great Recession 
to Warfare Times: Labile Endurance of Quasi- and Neo­
militant Democracies 
JOANNA RAK, MACIEJ SKRZYPEK, AND ROMAN BAcKER 

17 

3 The Inner Six in a Historical Context: From Militant to Neo­
m ilitant Dem ocracies 
ROMAN BAcKER 

32 

11 
Case Studies 49 

4 Ignore Threats or Believe in the Inviolability of Rules? 
Restrictions on the Freedom of Association, Registration, and 
Functioning of Political Parties 
MACIEJ SKRZYPEK 

51 

5 Electoral Rights for Ali? Restrictions on Passive and Active 
Voting Rights 
KAMILA REZMER AND AGNIESZKA FILlPIAK 

68 



vi Contents 

6 Dissent Within and Beyond the Boundaries of Legality: 
Restrictions on the Freedom ofAssembly 
KAROLINA OWClAREK 

81 

7 Did Neo-militant Democracy Dea) With Changes in Media 
Systems Efticiently? Restrictions on Freedom ofSpeech and 
the Press 
MACIEJ SKRZYPEK 

96 

8 Religion as a Political Tool for Dividing Societies: 
Restrictions on the Freedom of Religion 
KAMILA REZMER 

114 

9 LG BTQI+ Erasure or Progress in Protecting Human Rights? 
Restrictions on the Rights ofLGBTQI+ People 
AGNIESZKA FILIPIAK 

130 

10 Between Inclusive and Exclusive Policies: Restrictions on 
Naturalization and Migrants' Rights 
KLAUDIA GOLF;BIOWSKA AND MARCIN LUKASZEWSKI 

152 

t 1 Facing New Threats: Restrictions on Terrorism and Hybrid 
Interference 
KAROLINA OWCZAREK 

170 

t 2 Avenues for Studies on Pandemic-Ridden and Warfare Times 
Neo-militant Democracies 
ROMAN BAcKER AND MACIEJ SKRZYPEK 

194 

tIl 
Condusion 209 

13 The Endurance of Neo-militant Democracies in Comparative 
Perspective 
JOANNARAK 

211 

lndex 222 

About the eon 


Roman Bãcker, NicoJaus 
Roman Backer is a pro 
sity, Toruo, Poland. He is 

he was the preside"f! 
to 2016, the first dean ofth 
Nicolaus Copel11icus Uni 
ber. He is the aul hor and 
thought, democratization, 
of political sciences. He is 
Politics and Neo-militant 
Poland. He is the coeditor 
States oflhe F:uro{Jean [/, 
democratic 

Agnieszka Filipiak, Á,hHn 
Agnieszka Filipiak is an 
and JournaJ ism of Adam 
in polítical sciences and 
researcher and lecturer at 
versity in AImaty (Kazak 

in Madrid (S 
Illunication in protest and 
gender and queer studies. 

Klaudia Got~bi()wska, A 
KJautliêl Goh;biowskii j" an 

anel Journalism ofAdam M 
political sdences and <ldm 
versity (Turkey) and a 
research interests foeus on 
tion policies, and inlercul 
anel expert opiniüns (li! lhe 
pol ides at lhe staie and Ioe 




