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Preface 

Case Selection and Book Organization 

Our study of the whole region does not use any of our cases as exhaustive reason to 
individually explain the politicization and organization of indigenous representa­
tions. It is the comparative analysis and attention to variation across cases that make 
our proposal relevant. Cases are chosen therefore, because they exhibit different 
outcomes in terms of indigenous representation. We explain variation of representa­
tion outcomes in terms of when, where, and why they emerged. These chapters 
allow for a more in-depth analysis of representation across time, countries, and 
subnational units. We do situate these cases historically with a comparative meso­
leveI approach focusing on the role of parties and societies relationship and the 

politicization of ethnic cleavages. 
Therefore, the project is organized in eight case studies divided into three main 

groups. In the first group, we included cases with a more inclusive polítical environ­
ment, such as Bolivia, Ecuador, and Guatemala. In the second group, those cases 
with certain representation anel/or active indigenous elite: CoIombia, Mexico, and 
Paraguay. In the third group, we present outlier cases with potential indigenous 
issues: Peru and Chile. Final1y, the last chapter brings together reflections on how 
mechanisms for effective political representation can be improved and how indige­

nous organizations can be fostered to appropriate them. 
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