
Silvia Bolgherini . Selena Grimaldi · 

Aldo Paparo 

Local Electoral 

Participatian 


in Eurape 


The Roots of Municipal Politics 

palgrave

macmillan 




Silvia BolgherilliO 
Department of Polítical Science 
University of Perugia 
Perugia, Italy 

Aldo PaparoO 
Department of PoBticaI and Social 
Sciences 
University of Florence 
Florence, ltaly 

Selena GrimaldiO 
Department of Policical Science, 
Communication and Internacional 
Relatiolls 
University of Maccrata 
Macerata, ltaly 

ISBN 978-3-031-50905-6 ISBN 978-3-031-50906-3 (eBook) 
https://doLorgj10.1007/978-3-031-50906-3 

© The Editor(s) (if applicable) and The Author(s), under exclusive license to Sprínger 
Nature Switzerland AG 2024 

This work ís subject to copyríght. Ali rights are soleIy and exclusively licensed by the 
Publisher, whether the whole or part of the material is concerned, specifically the rights 
of translation, reprinting, reuse of illustrations, recitation, broadcasting, reproduction on 
microfilms or in any othcr physical way, and transmission or information storage and 
retríeval, electronic adaptation, computer software, or by similar or dissimilar methodology 
now known or hereafter developed. 
The use of general descríptive names, registered names, trademarks, service marks, etc. 
in this publication does not imply, even in the absence of a specific statement, that such 
names are exempt &om the relevant protective laws and regulations and therefore tree for 
general use. 
The publisher, the authors, and the editors are safe to assume that the advice and informa­
tion in this book are believed to be true and accurate at the date of pu blication. Neither 
the publisher nor the authors or the editors give a warranty, expressed or implíed, ""ith 
respect to the material contained herein or for any errnrs or omissions that may have been 
made. The publisher remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in published maps 
and institutional affiliations. 

This Paigrave Macmillan imprínt is published by the registered company Springer Nature 
Switzerland AG 
The registered company address is: Gewerbestrasse 11, 6330 Cham, Switzerland 

Paper in this product ís recyclable. 

To a flOlver and a l 

To Pierluig~: 
" 

https://doLorgj10.1007/978-3-031-50906-3


viii ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Furthermore, we are indebted with aIl those colleagucs who, along 
several years, have discussed with us various theoretical and empír­
ical aspects of municipal turnout, local politics, and local features: in CONTENTS 
particular, Arjan Schakel, Davide Vampa, Alessandro Chíaramonte, Adam 
Gendzwill, Kristof Steyvers, Ulrik Kjaer, Vincenzo Emanuele, Philiph 
Umek, Pablo üfiate, Juan Rodriguez Terucl, Carlo Pala, and Carmen 
Navarro. 

A special mention goes to our Argentinian colleagues who invited 
us to the SAAP Conference in Buenos Aires where Silvia Bolgherini 
had the opportunity to give a keynote presenting most of our 
final findings. In particular, we want to thank Gustavo Dufour and 
Martín D'Alessandro, who greatly appreciated our work and suggested 
a promising future collaboratiol1 011 municioal turnout in Latin America. 

1 Municipal Turnout: The Challenge of the Local Levei 1 

1.1 	 Polítical and Electoral Participation 2 

1.2 	 Why Electoral Turnout 4 

1.3 	 Local Election: L01l'er or Dij]'erent? 6 

1.4 	 Local Turnout in Europe in the Last Decade: 


Providing a Comparative Picture 9 

1.4.1 	 Case Selection and Timeframe 10 


1.5 	 The Local-National Turnout Variation: Beyond 

the Aggregate Level 13 


1.6 	 Coping lvith the Traditional Determinants: Bridging 
the L01l'er-Rank and the Different-Kind Approaches 20 


References 28 


2 Mapping Municipal Turnout in Contemporary Europe 35 

2.1 	 Some Methodological Premises 36 

2.2 	 Turnottt in Municipal Elections in Europe: A First 


Overvieu1 38 

2.3 	 Assessing the Variation: Tttrnout in National 


and Municipal Elections Compared 47 

2.4 	 Size, Urbanization, and Municipal Turnout: 


A Typology of European Countries 55 

2.5 	 The Gcography of Electoral Pa1,ticipation 


in Afunicipal Elections 58 

2.5.1 	 Localization Countries 59 


IX 



x 	 CONTENTS 

2.5.2 Urbanization Countries 	 63 

2.5.3 Idiosyncratic Countries 	 67 


2.6 Chapter Final Remarks 72 

References 75 


3 	 Electoral Participation in Municipal Elections Across 

Europe: Between National and Local Drivers 77 

3.1 	 Assessing the Explicative Power of Urbanization 


and St'ze in Europe 78 

3.2 	 Measureme'nt Strategy and Descriptive Evidence 


on Selected Predictors of l ..1.unicipal Turnout 84 

3.3 	 The Role of the Economic Context 88 

3.4 	 The Effects of the Institutional Dimension 90 

3.5 	 The Impact of the Cultural Dimension 92 

3.6 	 The Influence of the Temporal Dimension 93 

3.7 	 Electoral Participation in Municipal Elections: 


A Compounded Picture 96 

3.8 	 Municipal Turnout: National ar Local Phenomenon? 100 

3.9 	 A Comparison between Western and Eastern Europe 103 

3.10 Chapter Final Remarks 105 

References 107 


4 	 Voting Local1y: At the Roots of MWlicipal Politics 

in Contemporary Europe 111 

4.1 	 I ntroduction 112 

4.2 	 Electoral Participation in Municipal Elutions 


in Contemporary Europe: What Have We Found 113 

4.3 At the Roots ofMunicipal Politics 117 

References 120 


Appendix 	 121 


Fig. l.1 

Fig.2.1 

Fig.2.2 

Fig.2.3 

Fig. 2.4 

Fig. 2.5 

Fig.2.6 

I~IS~ 


Authors' col11pilatirfl 

Map of municipal 
(belo"v) in Spain. 
dlect f()r urhani 
Map of municipal 
(below) in France. 

dfect 

compilarion) 

Map of municipal 

(below) in Italy. I 

eftect of both sizc 

compilarion) 



