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Chapter 9 assesses the performanc~s of the parties at the ele~tion and 
the composition ofthe ?ew Dáil, and l~ also allalyses the result of the elec­
tion to the Seanad, WhlCh took place In early 2025. Chaptcr 10 analyses 
survey data to investigate the reasons why peopIe voted as they did, iden­
ti1Ying the issues that were most salient to voters and analysing voters' 
evaluations of the parties on these issues. Around Europe, many elections 
in 2024 showed a growth in support for 'far-right' parties, and Chap. 11 
analyses the reasons why, despi te an apparent1y promising environment, 
those parties performcd poorly in Ircland in N ovembcr 2024. After the 
previous two clections government formation had been a protracted pro­
cess, but, as Chap. 12 relates, the process in 2024-25 was much smoother, 
though not without occasional difficult patches. Finally, in Chap. 13, 
R. Kenneth Carty, who has been observing lrish politics and elections for 
over 50 years, examines the 2024 election in the context of the long-tetm 
evolution of the lrish party system. Appendices to thc book contain the 
detailed election results, information on ali 174 TDs and on government 
ministers, and other relevant background information. 

At the front of the book we have included a chronology of the election 
campaign, and the book is illustrated by a selection of photographs and 
campaign literature that capture the spirit of election 2020. We thank a11 
the candidates, party leaders, newspapers, journalists and observers who 
allowed us to use their photographs. 

We are pleased that this volume, like its five predecessors, is being pub­
lished by the major international publisher Springer under the Palgrave 
Macmillan imprint, and in particular we would like to thank Ambra 
Finotello for her support for our initial proposal and continued commit­
ment to the series, and Meghna Mullerpaten and Jana Yagnavaragan for 
their work on taking it through the production processo And, of course, 
we thank our cooperative and patient contributors, who were put under 
great pressure by the demands of a book being produced on a very tight 
schedule. As always, none has received any payment for their 
contribution. 

This is the tenth book in the How lreland Voted series, and the editors 
are especial1y pleased that it contains a Foreword by Michael Marsh, who 
has contributed to every volume in the series and was the co-editor of six 
of those books. 

Dublin and Cork Michael Gallagher 
Eoin O'Malley 
Theresa Reidy 
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