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Preface 


About the book 

In designing this textbook on Comparative Polities, the ambition ~ 
tative, and up-to-date teaching instrumento We have tried to wri~ 
in terms of their content, with information presented cornpa~ h 
edge theories and a rigorous methodology. We aimed to provid4,. 
substantive coverage of the ~~ld, a~d a worldwide range.of COUI1 j

We hope that the fifth edltlOn wl11 speak to comparatIve polit) ' 
to teachers who will use it for their classes, as did the first four ~ 
an integrated text with a maximum of cross-references betwI 
the modular structure with self-contained chapters should maJi 
students, alongside accessible language enhanced by a number f' 

format throughout. This structure does not require that it is reac 
used in any order, making it possible to compose courses with a . 
reason, more but shorter chapters have been preferred. 

Rationale for the book 

The first important feature is that the volume provides a eompr, 
of both the subjeet areas of comparative polítics and the gcograph' 
countries includes not only advanced industrial nations, but also ( 
economies (in post-communist countries, Latin Arnerica, Asia, th 

The range of topics is also more comprehensive than in me 
comparative polítics. On the one hand, throughout the book atten 
ology, and three chapters de aI specifically with thesc topies in Sect 
As far as possible, al1 chapters include the most importam tlwoTt 
the discipline and present the most recent advances and currclJ 
has been privileged. Methodologically, it is based 011 rigorous COIJ 

empirical data. 
On the other hand, the range of substantivc topies is reftect ed in 

the usual core areas of comparative politics courses. The book de" 
multi-levei institutiollS and actors (Chapters II and 15) and to non 
est groups, social movements, and media (in Section 4 on 'Actors aI 
perhaps, the book includes an entire section on 'Public policies' 
cies are made, but ais o their impact on economies and societies (, 
and varieties of polítical economies). This gives a better balance t 
sides of the polítical system. Finally, the book has all entirc sec 
nation-state') on, first, supranational polítical systems (such as th, 
interactions between political systems internationally. TheoreticaJ 
challenges to comparative politics. 

The second important feature is the analytieal and eomparativc 
mation and data are presented thematically rather than country 
carried out on specific political, institutional, and socio-economic p 
politics should not be reduced to the one-by-one description of si r 
Appendix I 'Country profiles') are theoreticaJJy useful only if ins. 

http:range.of


New to this edition 


This fifth edition includes three new chapters, one of which (Chapter lI), by Liesbet Hooghe, Gary 
Marks, and Arjan H. Schakel, addresses a brand-new topic on 'Multi-leveI governance', expand­
ing the topic of federalism, decentralization, and subsidiarity to include the supranationallevel. 
Furthermore, Natasha Lindstaedt authors a new chapter on ~uthoritarian regimes' (Chapter 6) 

and Dieter Rucht a new chapter on 'Social movements ' (Chapter 16). 

This new edition continues to devote more attention to non-Western regions. Thematically, 
this means first following recent changes in global politics, most notably the backlash against 
democracy. 

• 	 We analyse recent anti-democratic trends in the Arab world, as well as in Turkey, Russia, South 
Africa, and some countries in Eastern Europe, but also a range of Western countries. 

Democracy promotion is accompanied by themes of autocracy promotíon (from countries such 
as Saudi Arabia, Iran, Russia, China, and Venezuela). 

• 	 We devote more attention to hybrid regimes such as competitive-electoral authoritarianism. 

• 	 Polítical culture is analysed aIso in non-democratic regimes, and the discussion of movements 
in non-democratic settings such as China has been added. Also, challenges to democracy in 
Western countries are analysed in changing polítical cultures. 

Second, we continue to analyse the trend against globalization and its consequences, as well as 
the crisis of supranatíonal integration in Europe with the British 'Brexit' from the European Union . 
This includes looking at protectionism and other aspects of the downside of globalization, such as 
trade 'wars'. 

Finally, we examine the consequences of the backlash against globalization and of the migra­
tíon and financiaI crises on the spectacular rise of populism in Europe, North America, and South 
America (Brazil and Mexico in particular) and its impact on party systems. Since the third edition 
(published in 2014), a number of landmark elections and referenda (including the Brexit vote in 
Britain in 20I6) have taken place which have fundamentally altered the politicallandscape of many 
countries. 

In addition: 

• 	 The 'Country profiles' in Appendix 1 have been thoroughly improved and updated with a 
standardized terminology and categories (such as for electoral systems) and the extension of 
the section on state formation. Sources have been strearnlined and appear in full in the Online 
Resources. In the fourth edition, eight new countries were added. 

Countries in the 'Comparative tables' in Appendix 2 were increased to sixty in the fourth edition, 
of which fifty are the same as for the 'Country profiles' . 

• 	 The 'World trends' in Appendix 3 are based on new data and new categories, and are based on a 
better classification of countries in world regions. New 'World trends' graphs have been added 
on gender, trade, and democracy. 

The bibliography and further reading in each chapter has been updated with the latest líterature. 

• 	 Data and information have been revised in each chapter (including the latest theoretical 
contributions in each field; tables, figures, and graphs; web links; and further reading). 
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