EXPLAINING RELIGIOUS
PARTY STRENGTH

State Capacity, Social Services,
and Religious Civil Society

Mario Rebelo

é Routledge

Taylor & Francis Group
LONDON AND NEW YORK


http:lV~routledge.com

Designed cover image: © Getty Images

First published 2023
by Routledge
4 Park Square, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4R N

and by Routledge
605 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10158

Routledge is an imprint of the Taylor & Francis Group, an informa business
© 2023 Mirio Rebelo

The right of Mirio Rebelo to be identified as author of this work has
been asserted in accordance with sections 77 and 78 of the Copyright,
Designs and Patents Act 1988.

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reprinted or reproduced
or utilised in any form or by any electronic, mechanical, or other

means, now known or hereatter invented, including photocopying and
recording, or in any information storage or retrieval system, without
permission in writing from the publishers.

Trademark notice: Product or corporate names may be trademarks
or registered trademarks, and are used only for identification and
explanation without intent to infringe.

British Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

ISBN: 978-1-032-32817-1 (hbk)
ISBN: 978-1-032-32820-1 (pbk)
ISBN: 978-1-003-31691-6 (ebk)

DOI: 10.4324/9781003316916

Typeset in Bembo
by Deanta Global Publishing Services, Chennai, India



CONTENTS

List of Figures x
List of Tables xii
Acknowledgements xifi
1 Introduction 1

1.1 Solving the Puzzle: Existing Theories of Religion and Politics 2
1.2 Empirical Patterns 4
1.3 The Argument in Brief 5
1.3.1 What Is a Religious Party? 5
1.3.2 Explaining Religious Party Strength 7
1.3.3 The Theory in Context 8
1.4 Contributions to the Literature 9
1.5 Testing the Theory 10
1.5.1 Case Selection for Comparative Historical Analysis 11
1.6 Plan for the Book 12
Notes 14

2 Religion and State Formation 15
2.1 Building Blocks 16
2.1.1 Definitions 16
2.1.2 Theoretical Priors 17
2.1.3 Institutional Differentiation, Political Alliance 18
2.1.4 Religious Provision of Social Services 19



vi Contents

2.2 State-Building and Infrastructural Power 21
2.2.1 State-Building and the Transformation of the
Religion—State Relationship 21
2.2.2 Variation in State Infrastructural Power 23
2.3 Social Service Provision and State Capacity: Causal
Connections 25
2.4 Conclusion 26
Notes 27

3 Theorizing Religious Party Development 28
3.1 The Proclerical Path to State-Building 30
3.2 Religious Provision of Social Services under Anticlericalism 33
3.2.1 Anticlerical Strong States and the Marginalization
of Religious Service Provision 33
3.2.2 The “Crowding Out” Effect in Anticlerical Strong
States 35
3.2.3 Anticlerical Weak States and the Survival of
Religious Social Service Provision 36
3.2.4 Infrastructural Decline and the Re-emergence of
Religious Service Providers 38
3.2.5 Variation in Religious Institutional Autonomy 40
3.3 Anticlericalism and Religious Party Formation 42
3.4 Explaining Religious Party Strength 45
3.4.1 Direct Mobilization 45
3.4.2 Reputational Effect 48
3.4.3 Governing Religious Parties and State Capacity 51
3.5 Conclusion 52
Notes 52

4 Quantitative Analysis of Religious Party Strength 53
4.1 Operationalization of the Dependent Variable 54
4.1.1 From Concept to Variable: Coding Religious Parties 54
4.1.2 Operationalizing Religious Party Strength 54
4.1.3 Unit of Observation and Sources 55
4.1.4 Descriptive Statistics 56
4.2 Independent Variables: State Capacity and Anticlericalism 57
4.2.1 Anticlericalism and State Capacity 57
4.2.2 Defining and Measuring Anticlericalism 58
4.2.3 Defining and Measuring Infrastructural Power 60
4.3 Alternative Explanations 64
4.3.1 Modernization Theory 64
4.3.2 Religious Market Theory 66



Contents  vii

4.3.3 Ideational Theory 67

4.4 Statistical Analysis of Religious Party Strength 67
4.4.1 Main Findings 70
4.4.2 Additional Party Strength Models 72

4.5 Conclusion 77

Notes 77

Anticlerical State-Building in France and Italy 79
5.1 French and Italian State Capacity 80
5.2 The Foundations of Modern Welfare States: Social
Insurance, Healthcare, Education, and Social Assistance 84
5.2.1 Education 84
5.2.2 Social Insurance 92
5.2.3 Health Care 96
5.2.4 Social Assistance 99
5.3 Anticlericalism and Party Formation in Italy and France 103
5.3.1 Catholic Civil Society and the Formation of the
Italian People’s Party, 1887-1919 103
5.3.2 Catholic Civil Society and the Formation of the
Popular Liberal Action, 1889-1901 105
5.4 Conclusion 109
Notes 109

The Rise (and Fall) of Political Catholicism in Italy
and France 110
6.1 French and Italian Catholic Parties: From Formation
until the Second World War 111
6.1.1 Fascism and Catholicism: Italy, 1919-1942 111
6.1.2 French Catholicism from the ALP to Vichy,
1902-1945 114
6.2 French and Italian Catholic Parties in the Postwar Period 119
6.2.1 Establishing Political Hegemony in Postwar Italy,
19421994 119
6.2.2 A Brief Moment of Glory: Political Catholicism in
France, 19441966 123
6.3 French and Italian Catholic Associational Density 127
6.3.1 Catholic Action 127
6.3.2 Trade Unions 129
6.3.3 Rural Syndicates 131
6.3.4 Political Committees 134
6.4 Analysis of Catholic Party Vote 137
6.4.1 Alternative Explanations 138



viii Contents

6.4.2 Analysis of Religious Party Vote in Italy 141
6.4.3 Analysis of Religious Party Vote in France 144
6.5 Conclusion 146
Notes 147

7 Islam and Anticlerical State-Building in Twentieth-
Century Egypt, Turkey, and Albania 149
7.1 Religious Politics and State Capacity in Egypt, Albania,

and Turkey 152
7.1.1 Infrastructural Power in Albania, Egypt,
and Turkey 155
7.2 Religious Civil Society and Authoritarian State-Building
in Early Twentieth-Century Egypt, Turkey, and Albania 161
7.2.1 Egypt, 1928-1954 162
7.2.2 Turkey, 1923-1938 165
7.2.3 Albania, 1912-1945 167
7.3 Anticlericalism and Social Policy in Postwar Egypt,
Turkey, and Albania 168
7.3.1 Egypt, 1954-1970 169
7.3.2 Turkey, 1938-1970 171
7.3.3 Albania, 1945-1978 174
7.4 Conclusion 177
Notes 177

8 Islam and Political Competition in Egypt, Turkey, and
Albania 178
8.1 State Retrenchment and the Re-emergence of Religious
Civil Society 179
8.1.1 Egypt, 1970-1990 179
8.1.2 Turkey, 1970-1990 183
8.1.3 Albania, 1978-1997 186

8.2 Political Islam in Contemporary Egypt, Turkey, and Albania 189
8.2.1 Egypt, 1990-2013 190
8.2.2 Turkey, 19902002 193
8.2.3 Albania, 1997- 197

8.3 Analysis of Religious Party Vote 198
8.3.1 Egypt 198
8.3.2 Turkey 202

8.4 Conclusion 203

Notes 204



Contents  ix

9 Conclusion 205
9.1 Rethinking Theories of Religion and Politics 207
9.1.1 Modernization Theory 207
9.1.2 Religious Market Theory 209
9.1.3 Ideational Theory 210
9.2 Conclusion 212
Note 212

Bibliography 213
Index 250




