
of misleading science in defense of the tobacco industry, and the politics 
of c1imate change. With these case studies we learn how information has 
been used and misused. The authors reveal how we experience truth, 
certainty, and knowledge and where this is undermined by untruth, 
uncertainty, and ignorance. Through these historical accounts the reader 
willlearn that facts and lies are socially constructed; that information has 
been weaponized by individuaIs and organizations to achieve their goals; 
that facts have been linguistically reconstructed through exaggerations, 
misrepresentations, conspiracies, and myth-making to create and dissem­
inate fake facts; that support for participation in the Spanish-American 
War was generated by fake facts published in the media; that the public 
relations industry has convinced us of alternative versions of truth; that 
rumors evolve to become facts; and how the current debate over the scien­
tific evidence of c1imate change has developed, and where this might lead 
us in the common interest of preserving our planet. I highly recommend 
this superbly written and researched book. It makes a very important con­
tribution to our understanding of the nature of information, and the role 
it plays in our daily lives, and a strong argument for the conscientious de­
velopment of high-Ievel information, technology, and data literacy skills 
for all people as a necessary foundation for engaged civic life." 

-Harry Bruce, dean emeritus and professor, 
The Information Schoot University of Washington 
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