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The creation 01 a Iree society, as the history 01 existing democracies in the world 

makes clear, is no easy matter. The experience 01 the Turkish republic over the last 

halfcentury and 01some other Muslim countries more recently has demonstrated two 

things: fint, that it is indeed very difficult to create a democracy in such a society, 

and second, that although difficult, it is not impossible. 

The study of Islamic history and of the vast and rich Islamic politicalliteralure 

encourages the belieJ lhal it may well be possible to develop democratic institutions ­

not necessarily in our Western definition 01 lhat much misused term, but in one 

deriving Irom their own history and culture and ensuring, in their way, limited 

governmenl under law, consultation and openness, in a civilized and humane soci­

ety .... 

[Tjhelorces 01 tyranny and lerror are slill very strong and lhe outcome is larlrom 

certain . .. . The war against terror and the quest lorIreedom are inextricably linked, 

and neither can succeed without lhe olher. The struggle is no longer limited to one 

or two countries, as some Westerners still manage to believe. It has acquired first a 

regional then a global dimension, with prolound consequences lor all 01 uso 

liIreedom lails and terror triumphs, the peoples ollslam will be the first and greatest 

victims. They will not be alone, and many others will suJJer with them. 

Bcrnard Lcwis, "Democracy and the Enemies ofFreedom," Wall Street 

Journal, December 22, 2003. Available at www.wsj.com/articles/ 

SB1 072056543773561 00 

Contents 

Preface pagexi 

Acknowledg;ments XVII 

Introduction: Forty Years of Human Rights Policy ............... 1 


The Arab Spring ... . ............................... 92 


2 Arab and Muslim Democracy ......................... 113 


3 Will the Islamists Always Win? ... ........ ... . .. . ...... 123 


4 The Trouble with V.S. Policy .......... . . .. 155 


5 What Is to Be Done? . .201 

Notes 245 
BibliograPhy 267 
lndex 285 

IX 

www.wsj.com/articles

