
This series examines the relationships between people, electora] processes 
and technologies, and democracy. Elections are a fundamental aspect of 
a free and democratic society and, at their core, they involve a citizenry 
making selections for who wiil represent them. This series examines the 
ways in which citizens select their candidates-the voting technologies 
used, the rules of the game that govern the process-and considers how 
changes in processes and technologies affect the voter and the democratic 
processo 

Diego Garzia . Frederico Ferreira da Silva 

Negative Voting 

in Comparative 


Perspective 


palgrave

macmillan 



Diego Garzia 
Institute of Political Studies 
University of Lausanne 
Lausanne, Switzerland 

ISSN 2945-7610 
Elections, Voting, Technology 

Frederico Ferreira da Silva 
Institute of Political Studies 
U niversity of Lausanne 
Lausanne, Switzerland 

ISSN 2945-7629 (electronic) 

ISBN 978-3-031-51207-0 ISBN 978-3-031-51208-7 (eBook) 
https://doi.org/l0.l007/978-3-031-51208-7 

© The Editor(s) (if applicable ) and The Author(s), under exclusive license to Springer 
Nature Switzerland AG 2024 

This work is subject to copyright. Ali rights are solely and exclusively licensed by the 
Publisher, whether the whole or part of the material is concerned, specifically the rights 
of translation, reprinting, reuse of illustrations, recitation, broadcasting, repraduction on 
microfilms or in any other physical way, and transmission or information storage and 
retrieval, electronic adaptation, computer software, or by similar or dissimilar methodology 
now known or hereafter developed . 
The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, service marks, etc. 
in this publication does not imply, even in the absence of a specific statement, that such 
names are exempt fram the relevant pratective laws and regulations and therefore free for 
general use . 
The publisher, the authors and the editors are safe to assume that the advice and informa­
tion in this book are believed to be true and accurate at the date of publication. Neither 
the publisher nor the authors or the editors give a warranty, expressed or implied, with 
respect to the material contained herein or for any errors or omissions that may have been 
made . The publisher remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in published maps 
and institutional affiliations. 

Cover illusttration: © Gettylmages/ smartboylO 

This Palgrave Macmillan imprint is published by the registered company Springer Nature 
Switzerland AG 
The registered company address is: Gewerbestrasse 11 , 6330 Cham, Switzerland 

Paper in this product is recyclable. 

ACI(N 

This \\'ork was supported 
(PCEFPl_186898). 

Competing Interests 

The authors declare none. 

Ethical Standards 

The authors affirm this .-,'cp ·wrl 



CONTENTS 


I 	 Introduction 1 

References 5 


2 	 Negative Voting: A Brief Literature Review 7 

References 10 


3 	 Measuring Negative Voting in Democratic Elections 13 

References 15 


4 	 The Negative Voting Dataset: 2020-2022 17 

References 21 


5 	 The Socio-Demographic Profile ofNegative Voters 23 

References 25 


6 	 Anti-incumbency and Negative Voting 27 

References 35 


7 	 Partisanship, Ideology, and Negative Voting 37 

References 40 


8 	 Media Usage and Negative Voting 41 

References 48 


9 	 In-group Mfect, Out-group Disdain, and Negative 

Voting 53 

References 58 


vii 



viii CONTENTS 

10 Negative Voting and Mfective Polarization 
References 

11 The Normative Implications of Negative Voting 
References 

12 Conclusions 
References 

Appendix 

Index 

61 
66 

67 
74 

77 
80 

81 

89 

ABO 

Diego Garzia is an Assis 
sity of Lausannc , anti als< 
U niversi ty 111 stiturc i i1 Fi 
Scicntific COl11mittee of 
With Palgrave Macmillan,' 
Electoral Change in 2014. 

Frederico Ferreira da 
sity of Lausannc) Svvitz 
Social Sciences tl'OI11 thc 
elections, pllblic opinion, 
numerous acadcmic jOUrIl 


