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Preface 

The subjeet of this book is often a topic of conversation. ~en people talk 
about polities, they often mention the promises made by politieians during 
eleetion campaigns. Promises raise hopes and expeetations that positive 
policy ehanges are possible. However, the sentiments people express when 
they mention eampaign pledges are more often negative than positive. 
People are generally skeptical of the promises made by politieians during 
eleetion eampaigns. This skeptieism is often aeeompanied by strong emo­
tions beeause broken promises ean lead to a sense of betrayal and distrust. 

Our work focuses on the extent to which and conditions under which 
governments fulfill the promises made by parties during eleetion eam­
paigns. The skeptieal view of parties' eampaign promises suggests that few 
promises are fulfilled. In contrast, one of our main conclusions is that par­
ties in govemment take their promises seriously. We show that for many 
parties and eleetions, there is often a stronger linkage between eleetion 
pledges and governmental actions than the eonventional wisdom indicates. 
While citizens in most eountries express the belief that parties in govern­
ment usually break their election promises, we find that parties mosdy do 
not break their promises. 

The fulfillment of parties' eleetion pledges is an essential part of the 
demoeratic processo This is, however, the first major and genuinely eom­
parative study on the fulfillment of eleetion pledges aeross such a broad 
range of eountries and eleetions. Until now, most studies on the fulfillment 
of eleetion pledges have focused on one or a small number of countries. 
Moreover, they did not fully eoordinate their efforts, as we do here, to align 
their definitions of pledges and assessments of fulfillment. 




