
z 
z 

o o:::

·.--
I--f 

:z
 

« 
a:~ 

co 
« 

o 	
O
~
 

z 
I
-
	

a.
\:J

 	
I--f 

« 
o::: 
« 	

o
~
 

L
U

 
a
:l

Q
) 

-
l
 
	

u. Vi
::::J

U
 	

a:
o..

I--f

~
 

	
I
-

I--f 
o::: 

X
~
 

U
 

Z
 

:z
 

L
U

 

:c 

·.--
o::: 

l
­

\:J
 	

« 
« ::E 

o... 

0
3

 
o.. 

L
U

L.L. 
~
 

o 
o 

V
)
 

>
, 

L
U

 

t!:' 


..c 	
« z o::: 

« 
L

U
::c 	

3: 
o 

0
1

 
o.. 

· C
 

.-­
~
 

U
 


CO 

::c 



~ 

OXFORD 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 

Oxford University Press is a department af the University of Oxford. It furthers 
the University's objective of excellence in research, scholarship, and education 
by publishing worldwide. Oxford is a registered trade mark of Oxford University 
Press in the UK and certain other countries. 

Pu blished in the United States ofAmerica by Oxford University Press For my pwt:rt ,. 
198 Madison Avenue, NewYork, NY 10016, United States ofAmerica. 

© Stephen R. Barnard 2024 

Ali rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in 
a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, without the 
prior permission in writing of Oxford University Press, or as expressly permitted 
by law, by license, or under terms agreed with the appropriate reproduction 
rights organization. Inquiries concerning reproduction outside the scope of the 
above should be sent to the Rights Department, Oxford University Press, at the 
address above. 

You must not circulate this work in any other form 
and you must impose this same condition on anyacquirer. 

CIP data is on file at the Library ofCongress 

ISBN 978-0-19-757028-9 (pbk.) 
ISBN 978-0-19-757027-2 (hbk.) . 

DOI: 10.1093/ 050/9780197570272.001.0001 

Paperback printed by Marquis Book Printing, Canada 
Hardback printed by Bridgeport National Bindery, Inc., United States ofAmerica 

MIXí'\ Pa..., I Suppor1lng" -uJ raaponoIbI. forMtry 

~~ FsceC10397 



Contents 

Preface xi 


Acknowledgments xvii 


1. Introduction: lhe Mediatized PoLitics of Manipulation 1 


2. Power and Problematic Information in an Era of Hybrid Media 15 


3. Channels of Distortion: lhe End of the Fairness Doctrine 

and the Resurgence of (Domestic) Information Warfare 33 


4. What Are Platforms For? Profit, Persuasion, and 

(Dis)Information 51 


5. Hacking Meaning and Influence in the (Dis)Information Age: 

lhe Acosta "Assault" Case 77 


6. We Are lrump's Digital Army! Capital and Practices of Manipulation 

on lhe_Donald 98 


7. lrouble with Power, Practice, and Information in the Hybrid 

Media System 134 


Notes 161 


References 165 


Index 189 


ix 


