
PRAISE FOR THE BOOK 

RareIy does a book achieve what this book does-marrying an insider's 
perspective with objectivity. This is polítical insight and analysis at its 
finest. Essential reading for anyone seeking to understand the power 
dynamics, ideological dashes and historic voter mandates in one of the 
most consequential elections in Indian history. 

Mano; Kumar Jha, Member of Parliament (Rajya Sabha), 

Rashtriya Janata Dal 

Salman Khurshid is not given to bombast or hyperbole. His are grounded 
narratives dose to the ground, at times partisan but never prejudiced. The 
Congress leader's latest book, Contesting Democratic Deficit, co-authored 
with Mritunjay Singh Yadav, is in the same genre-scholarIy, anecdotal 

and believable. It's a simply told story by an erudite la""yer-politician 
known for his understatement on a terrain crowded by Ioudmouths. 

Vinod Sharma, polítical editor, Hindustan Times 

In Indias seventy-fifth constitutional year, the eighteenth Lok Sabha 
election brought back constitutional democracy from the brink offascismo 
The BJP's previous majoritarian majority had undermined democratic 
principIes and institutions pushed Muslims out of the democratic 

imagination. The voters, defying all predictions, denied the BJP a clear 
majority and created a fighting space for the opposition. Contesting 
Democratic Deficit by Congress leader Salman Khurshid with Mritunjay 
Singh Yadav details how the Congress and INDI Alliance strategized 
against the BJP hegemony. It analyses the election background, BJP's 
majorítarian campaign, Opposition response, institutional role, and 
parliamentary dynamics. This book is a sober account of the politics 
of the Congress party, its perception of the challenges faced by our 
democracy, its understanding of the e1ection, and the implication of 
the results for our Republic's future. 

Apoorvanand Jha, writer and professor, University of Delhi 
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