
"A tour-de-force, essential ana1ysis, and calI to action of a book that becomes 
more relevant by the hour. Hannan's high-energy, meticulously researched tract 
is vivid, well-reasoned, morally astute, and rightly outraged, and should be 
required reading for anyone who wants to get at least a glimpse of the roiling 
factors and forces that are bending and rending our world to the breaking point:' 

-Paul Levinson, author ofMcLuhan in an Age ofSocial Media 

'Jason Hannan rruses one ofthe most critical questions of our age: is the public 
sphere to be a space ofreflective human agency or a sinister arena in which trolls 
divert, degrade, and destroy the prospect of democratic discourse? Hannan 
approaches this question with magisterial wisdom and abundant evidence. This 

is a book for those who do not want to be trolled to death." 
-Stephen Coleman, author ofCan the Internet Strengthen Democracy? 

"Jason Hannan addresses the tODe influenee ofsocial media by broadly and bril­
liantly analyzing the practiee of trolling. 1his book should be read by everyone 
who wants the tools-hlstorieal, political, and pedagogical-to both under­
stand and dismantle online eommunities that engage in shaming, conspiracy 

theories, and lies. Trolling Ourselves to Death is more than a critique of social 
media; it is also a book that o1fers a language ofpossibility rooted in a pedagogy 

oftrust, compassion, and social justice." 
-Henry Giroux, author of CriticaI Pedagogy 

Trolling Ourselves 
to Death 

DEMOCRACY IN THE AGE OF SOCIAL MEDIA 

JASON HANNAN 

OXFORD 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 



OXFORD 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 

Oxford University Press is a department of the University ofOxford. It furthers 
the University's objective of excellence in research, scholarship, and education 
by publishing worldwide. Oxford is a registered trade mark of Oxford University 
Press in the UK and certain other countries. 

Published in the United States ofAmerica by Oxford University Press 
198 MadisonAvenue, NewYork, NY 10016, Unitcd States ofAmerica. 

© Oxford University Press 2023 

AlI rights reserved. No part ofthis publication may be reproduced, stored in 
a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, without the 
prior permission in writing ofOxford University Press, or as expressly permitted 
by law, by license, or under terms agreed with the appropriate reproduction 
rights organization. Inquiries concerning reproduction outside the scope ofthe 
above should be sent to the Rights Department, Oxford University Press, at the 

address above. 

You must not circulate this work in any other form 
and you must impose this same condition on anyacquirer. 

Library ofCongress Control Number: 2023040389 

ISBN 978-0-19-755777-8 (pbk.) 
ISBN 978-0-19-755776-1 (hbk.) 

DOI: 10.1093/050/9780197557761.001.0001 

Paperback printed by Marquis Book Printing, Canada 
Hardback printed by Bridgeport National Bindery, Inc., United States ofAmerica 3. Unr 

MIXIJ Paperfrom 4.Sha 
reaponelble lOurcea 

!.~S FSC" C103561 

J.Lon 
r- r i" 

6. Tru~il 

cunl 
Notes f,'

!li 

[ndexl 



OXFORD 
UNIVERS ITV PRESS 

Oxford University Press is a department of the University ofOxford. It furthers 
the University's objective ofexcellence in research, scholarship, and education 
by publíshing worldwide. Oxford 18 a registered trade mark Df Oxford University 
Press in the UK and certaín other countries. 

Published in the United States ofAmerica by Oxford Universíty Press 
198 MadisonAvenue, New York, NY 10016, United States of America. 

© Oxford University Press 2023 

AlI rights reserved. No part ofthís publication may be reproduced, stored in 
a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, without the 
prior permission in writing ofOxford University Press) or as expressly permitted 
by law, by license, or under terms agreed with the appropriate reproduction 
rights organization. Inquiries concerning reproduction outside the scope ofthe 
above should be sent to the Rights Department, Oxford University Press, at the 
address ábove. 

You must not circulate this work in any other form 
and you must ímpose this same condítíon on anyacquirer. 

Library ofCongress Control Number: 2023040389 

ISBN 978-0-19-755777-8 (pbk.) 
ISB~ 978-0-19-755776-1 (hbk.) 

DOI: 1O.1093/oso/9780197557761.001.0001 

Paperback printed by Marquis Book Printing, Canada 
Hardback printed by Bridgeport National Bindery, Inc., United States ofAmerica 

JJ MIX 
Paperfrom 

reaponslbla lIOUtC88 

!..~~ FSC" C103S67 

Contents 

Acknowledgments ix 

Introduction 

1. Technology 16 

2. Disenlightenment 30 

3. Unreason 46 

4. Shame 60 

5. Conspiracy 82 

6. Trust 102 

Conclusion 121 

Notes 131 

Index 159 


