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x SUMMARY OF TH E BOOK 

Chapter 7 
Chapter 7 provides a summary of the retrospectÍve pledge voting (RPV) 
argument and the srudy's empirical findings. The threefold investigation 
reveals that, at the aggregate leveI, lower pledge fulfilment rates are asso­
ciated with worse electoral outcomes based on observational data; at the 
group leveI, survey data indicate that citizens personally affected by broken 
pledges are less likely to vote for a party; and at the micro leveI, exper­
imental data shows that informing citizens about pledge non-fulfilment 
decreases their likelihood of voting for a party. The chapter also outlines 
the lack of moderation by clarity of responsibility, party identification, and 
policy preferences on RPv. However, it highlights evidence that past vote 
decisions at the group and mistrust at the micro level moderate RPV, and at 
the aggregate levei, evidence shows that senior coalition partners' electoral 
success depends more on pledge performance than junior partners. The 
chapter contextualises these results within previous research, emphasises 
the book's contribution to the literature on electoral pledges, prospective 
and retrospective voting, and suggests directions for future research . 

Chapter 8 
Chapter 8 explores the broader implications of this book's findings for 
democracy and society. The evidence of retrospective pledge voting (RPV) 
supports the idea of an "accountability linkage" and a responsible elec­
torate: voters care about issues, monitor government parties, and hold 
them accountable. This incentivises political parties to be honest and fulfil 
pledges, enhancing democratic functioning. The chapter also addresses 
two significam challenges shown by this study: RPV appears independent 
of institutional settings, prompting another debate on the superiority of 
majoritarian versus proportional systems. Additionally, there is a risk ofeasy 
manipulation, particularly by populist parties, as sceptical voters are more 
susceptible to information on non-fulfilment ofan individual pledge. Last, 
the chapter emphasises the societal duty to be responsible and transparent, 
particularly for media, which has demonstrated a strong nega tive bias in 
the pasto 
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