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Acknt! 

Many components of this voI 
Democracy Work project, whic 
Sciences and Humanities Resc~ 
support brought together a d' 
intersections of voting behavio 
made it possibIe to gather con 
improved understanding of el 

This volume is dedicated to tht 
in alI we do and to the voters are 
their motivations. 
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Strategic Voting and Political Instit 

John H. Aldrich, André Blais, and Laura B. Ste 

In 1999, Israel held an early election. For only the second (<I 
citizens cast two votes.! One was the usual vote for party r 
in the Knesset, which allocated seats to the parties in near 
the percentage of votes they received. The other was a sep<l 
candidates, with the candidate receiving the most votes direI 
as prime minis ter. Several early candidates for prime minist 
out, leaving three who ran throughout the campaign. The le 
two dominant parties, Ehud Barak and incumbent Benjamin · 
received the most votes, with Barak winning.2 A third C;llldi 
Mordechai, ran as the head of the newly formed Center P<I 
broken away from Likud and PM Netanyahu. Mordechai was 
sonably strongly in third place, but with Bar::lk rising in lhe p 

fortunes declining, Mordechai withdrew his candidacy the d 
election.3 Subsequent studies showed that one important 
decisions was their perception that Mordechai was increasi 
lose and that their votes were better spent in support ofRar<lk, 
preferred to N etanyahu and who, unlike iVlordechai, cuuld win 
et aI. 2004). 

Such decisions by voters are referred to as "strategic" v( )ti 

the choices they make reflect the strategic setting of the 
cal1y, the idea is to avoid "wasting" a vote on a candidate ar pa 
voter likes but who cannot win by giving it instead to a canrlid 
whom the voter finds less attractive but who may well win, th 




