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Preface 
'"i - ' 

Big data begets big attention these days, but lIttle diIP..-,íiti 

to scholarly inquiry. As the absolute volume or-dla__ 

inspect individual observations decreases. The"~ 


ther away from the phenomena of interest; ,NiJit\íiJ 

are required. However, big data i5 not na,. 

the observer is from the point ofOdlM~ 


mine what those observationsmean4 1Í11 I!III 

were handled, reduced, and trans,.,. . ­

. • . • "'\o .

what purposes in mind. Scholars often pret.,~ 
they can inspect closely. When data:,~ 

scholars may have no data. 
Research data are much more-àt\d<..w:: ,LIII 

exploited. Data management pl.ns,..;....Jíl d ~,. ' 72 _ 

well-intentioned policies of fundlng agencleS,loumãD~liirua . aa....:l 

tions rarely accommodate the diverstty'·OfêllfEOtLl. 11 ' 2 ç1 , 

Few policies attempt to define data otheftbM-,.. ~ Id" _ ... ,--' 

they might be. Even fewer policies reftect 't1'IIiJt 2I.a 

motivations of the many stakeholden ÜWCI""1IJ l' 

be many things to many people, ali at~thl _ 

to be controlled, accumulated, bartered, co".III..18 !f 

be released. They can be liabiUtie5 to be'rninIIIifI" 


A starting point to understand theroles -ot data lniCfaofailfilp.li --: 
to acknowledge that data rarely are things at aU. They .r.not"i"'nlNrat 
objects with an essence of their own. Rather, data are representattoril ~'of 

http:lniCfaofailfilp.li

