Making the World Safe
for Dictatorship

ALEXANDER DUKALSKIS

OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS



OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS

Oxford University Press is a department of the University of Oxford. It furthers
the University’s objective of excellence in research, scholarship, and education
by publishing worldwide. Oxford is a registered trade mark of Oxford University
Press in the UK and certain other countries.

Published in the United States of America by Oxford University Press
198 Madison Avenue, New York, NY 10016, United States of America.

© Oxford Uhiversity Press 2021
Firstissued as an Oxford University Press paperback, 2024

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in
aretrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, without the
prior permission in writing of Oxford University Press, or as expressly permitted
by law, by license, or under terms agreed with the appropriate reproduction
rights organization. Inquiries concerning reproduction outside the scope of the
above should be sent to the Rights Department, Oxford University Press, at the
address above.

You must not circulate this work in any other form
and you must impose this same condition on any acquirer.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Names: Dukalskis, Alexander, author.

Title: Making the world safe for dictatorship / Alexander Dukalskis.
Description: New York, N.Y. : Oxford University Press, 2021. |
Includes bibliographical references. |
Identifiers: LCCN 2020051765 (print) | LCCN 2020051766 (ebook) |
ISBN 9780197520130 (hardback) | ISBN 9780197779484 (Paperback) |
ISBN 9780197520161 (0so) | ISBN 9780197520147 (updf) | ISBN 9780197520154 (epub)
Subjects: LCSH: Authoritarianism—Public relations. |
Authoritarianism—Press coverage. | Mass media and propaganda. |
Mass media and public opinion.

Classification: LCC JC480.D85 2021 (print) | LCC JC480 (ebook) |
DDC 320.53—dc23
LC record available at https://lcen Joc.gov/2020051765
LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2020051766

DOI: 10.1093/050/9780197520130.001.0001

Paperback printed by Marquis Book Printing, Canada

MiIX

Pn;rb:‘ from
responsible sources
Ew%ocm FS8C* C103567




Contents

Acknowledgments
About the Companion Website

AN o A

Introduction: Making the World Safe for Dictatorship

The Motivations Behind Authoritarian Image Management
Mechanisms of Authoritarian Image Management

Selling Dictatorship and Silencing Dissent: A Global Snapshot

Controlling Critical Messengers: Foreign Correspondents
in China

Promoting and Controlling the China Dream: China’s
External Propaganda and Repression

Projecting Peace and Prosperity: Authoritarian Image
Management and RPF Rwanda

Coping with a Post-Communist World: North Korea

Conclusion: Looking Backward, Forward, and Inward

Appendix 1: PR and Lobbying by Authoritarian States in the

United States, 2018-2019

Appendix 2: Authoritarian Actions Abroad Database

(AAAD)—Codebook, Version 5 (September 2020)

Appendix 3: Pro-DPRK Groups with Internet Presence

(as of November 2019)

References
Index

vii
ix

13
33
55

83

111

139

159
185

193
205
211

217
243



