
Engaging 

Citizenship 


AN INTRODUCTION TO POLITICAL SCIENCE 

Lauren Balasco 

Stockton University 

Jennifer Forestal 

Loyo/a University Chicago 

Claire Abernathy 

Stockton University 

OXFORD 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 



--

OXFORD 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 

Oxford University Press is a department of the University of Oxford. 


It furthers the University's objective of excellence in research, scholarship, 


and education by publishing warldwide. Oxford is a registered trade mark 

of Oxford University Press in the UK and in certain athcr countries. 


Published in the United States ofAmerica by Oxfard University Press 

198 Madison Avenue, N ew York, NY 10016, United States afAmerica. 


© 2025 by Oxfard University Press 


For titles covered by Section 112 of the US Higher Educatian Opportunity 


Act, please visit www.oup.com/ us/ he for the latest information about 


pricing and alternate formats. 


All rights reserved. No part ofthis publication may be repraduced, 

stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, 

without the prior permissian in writing ofOxford University Press, 


ar as expressly perrnitted by law, by license ar under terms agreed with 

the appropriate repragraphics rights arganization. Inquiries concerning 

reproduction autside the scope of the above should be sent to the Rights 


Department, Oxford University Press, at the address abave. 


You must not circulate this work in any other form 


and yau must impose this same condition on any acquirer 


CIP data is 00 file at the Library of Coogress 

Library of Congress ContraI Number: 2024907331 

ISBN 9780197515679 

Printed by Sheridan Books, Inc., U nited States ofAmerica 

IJ MIX 

Paperfrom 


responslble soureel 

~~S FSce C008955 

www.oup.com/us/he


Contents 


Abbreviations xiii 


Preface: Why Citizenship? xiv 


Acknowledgments xx 


I CHAPTER1 


Unpacking Citizenship 1 


Chapter Goals 2 


Citizenship as Membership Status 3 

Pathways to Legal Citizenship 5 


Citizenship in Political Communities 8 


Citizenship as Practice 8 


Civic Duty 10 


Respect and Recognition 11 


Open-mindedness 13 


Reciprocity 13 


Substantive Breadth in Political 


Methodological Approaches within Political 


Political Judgment Using Political 


Citizenship and Political Science 14 


Science 17 


Science 19 


Science 20 


Goals of Engaging Citizenship 22 


Key Terms 23 


PART 1 Explaining Statehood 

I CHAPTER 2 


Justifying the State 26 


Chapter Goals 27 


Defining the State 28 

Power, Legitimacy, and Authority 29 


Sovereignty and the State 31 


Two Justifications for the State 35 

Social Contract and Problems of 


Coordination 36 

The "Good Life" and Public Goods 37 


Challenges to the State 44 

The State as a Source of Exploitation 44 


The State as IIlegitimate 45 


Conclusion 46 


Key Terms 46 


24 


CHAPTER 3 

Comparing State Strength 

and Fragility 48 


Chapter Goals 49 


How States Exercise Authority 50 


Four Indicators of State Strength 52 


Governance 53 


Security Enforcement 56 


Economic Conditions 59 


Human Capabilities 63 


Evaluating State Strength 65 


Conclusion 69 


Key Terms 70 




··Contents 


Abbreviations xiii 


Preface: Why Citizenship? xiv 


Acknowledgments xx 


I CHAPTER1 


Unpacking Citizenship 1 


Chapter Goals 2 


Citizenship as Membership Status 3 

Pathways to Legal Citizenship 5 


Citizenship in Political Communities 8 


Citizenship as Practice 8 

Civic Duty 10 


Respect and Recognition 11 


Open-mindedness 13 


PART 1 Explaining Statehood 

I CHAPTER 2 


Justifying the State 26 


Chapter Goals 27 


Defining the State 28 


Power, Legitimacy, and Authority 29 


Sovereignty and the State 31 


Two Justifications for the State 35 

Social Contract and Problems of 

Coordination 36 


The "Good Life" and Public Goods 37 


Challenges to the State 44 


The State as a Source of Exploitation 44 


The State as IlIegitimate 45 


Conclusion 46 


Key Terms 46 


Reciprocity 13 


Citizenship and Political Science 14 


Substantive Breadth in Political 

Science 17 


Methodological Approaches within Political 

Science 19 


Political Judgment Using Political 

Science 20 


Goals of Engaging Citizenship 22 


Key Terms 23 


24 


ICHAPTER3 

Comparing State Strength 
and Fragility 48 


Chapter Goals 49 


How States Exercise Authority 50 


Four Indicators of State Strength 52 

Governance 53 


Security Enforcement 56 


Economic Conditions 59 


Human Capabilities 63 


Evaluating State Strength 65 


Conclusion 69 


Key Terms 70 


I
CHAPTER 4 


Defining Rights in the United 
States 71 


Chapter Goals 72 


The State as a Protector of Rights 73 


Shaping Rights and Liberties in 

the United States 76 


Safety through Civil Liberties 80 

Defining Safety 82 


Interpreting Safety 83 


Contesting Safety 84 


Opportunity through Civil Rights 86 

Defining Opportunity 86 


Interpreting Opportunity 89 


Contesting Opportunity 90 


Conclusion 92 


Key Terms 93 


I CHAPTER 5 


Establishing Security 94 


Chapter Goals 95 


PART 2 Organizing Political Life 

I CHAPTER6 


Defining Democracy 120 


Chapter Goals 121 


Describing Democracy 122 

Inclusive Participation 123 


Collective Agenda Setting and Will 


Formation 124 


Collective Decision-Making 128 


Democracy and Representation 129 

Representation and Collective 


Decision-Making 130 


Representation and Collective Agenda 


Setting and Will Formation 131 


Contents 

Citizenship and Security 97 


National Security: Protecting State Power 


and Authority 98 


Global Security: Collective Attempts at 


Stability and Peace 98 


Human Security: Safety and Empowerment 


for Individuais 99 


Pandemics and Infectious Diseases 100 


Pandemics and National Security 100 


Pandemics and Global Security 101 


Pandemics and Human Security 103 


Armed Conflict 105 


Armed Conflict and National Security 105 


Armed Conflict and Global Security 106 


Armed Conflict and Human Security 108 


Global Mobility 110 


Global Mobility and National Security 110 


Global Mobility and Global Security 112 


Global Mobility and Human Security 113 


Conclusion 117 


Key Terms 117 


118 


Representation and Inclusive 


Participation 133 


Democracy: Critiques and 

Alternatives 137 ~ 


Conclusion 142 


Key Terms 144 


CHAPTER 7 


Comparing Democratic 

Regimes 145 


Chapter Goals 146 


Checks and Balances: The Three 

Branches of Government 147 




Contents 

The People's Voice: The Legislative 


Branch 149 


The People's Leader: The Executive 


The People's Interpreter: The Judicial 


Comparing Executive-Legislative 

Relations: Parliamentary, 

Presidential, and Semi-Presidential 


Including the People: Electoral 


Representing the People: Party 


Branch 149 


Branch 150 


Systems 152 

Parliamentary Systems 153 


Presidential Systems 155 


Semi-presidential Systems 158 


Dividing Power: Federalist 

and Unitary Systems of 

Government 159 


Systems 160 

Single-Member District Systems 162 


Proportional Representation 164 


Mixed Electoral Systems 165 


Systems 166 


Conclusion 168 


Key Terms 168 


ICHAPTER 8 

Exploring Democratic Institutions 
in the United States 170 


Chapter Goals 171 


Federalism: Distribution of Power 172 

Federalism and Authorization 173 


Federalism and Accountability 173 


The Legislative Branch: Authorizing 

and Holding Accountable Public 

Officials 175 


Authorizing the Legislative Branch 176 


Holding Legislators Accountable 180 


The Executive Branch 181 

Authorizing the Executive 182 


Holding the Executive Branch 


Accountable 185 


The Judicial Branch 188 

Authorizing the Court 188 


Holding the Court Accountable 189 


Conclusion 192 


Key Terms 193 


I CHAPTER9 


Ordering the Global System 194 


Chapter Goals 195 


Formation and Demise of Global Orders 

in the Twentieth and Twenty-First 


Defining Global Order 197 


Centuries 202 

Prelude to Global Disorder: The Collapse of 


the Concert of Europe System 202 


Interwar Period (1919 to 1939) 204 


The Aftermath of World War II and the Cold 


War (1945 to 1989) 207 


Challenges and Threats to the Liberal 

International Order (1990 to 2016) and 

Today's Global Order 213 


Conclusion 217 


Key Terms 218 


PART 3 Shaping Participatory Processes 220 


I CHAPTER10 


Structuring Participation 222 


Chapter Goals 223 


Democratic Frameworks 224 

Elite Theory of Democracy 225 


Participatory Democracy 227 


Democratizing Institutions 229 

Citizen Representatives 232 


Direct Democracy 234 


Group Representation 236 


Self-Authorized Representatives 237 




Contents 

The People's Voice: The Legislative 


Branch 149 

The People's Leader: The Executive 


Branch 149 

The People's Interpreter: The Judicial 


Branch 150 


Comparing Executive-Legislative 

Relations: Parliamentary, 

Presidential, and Semi-Presidential 

Systems 152 


Parliamentary Systems 153 


Presidential Systems 155 


Semi-presidential Systems 158 


Dividing Power: Federalist 

and Unitary Systems of 

Government 159 


Including the People: Electoral 
Systems 160 


Single-Member District Systems 162 


Proportional Representation 164 


Mixed Electoral Systems 165 


Representing the People: Party 

Systems 166 


Conclusion 168 


Key Terms 168 


ICHAPTER8 

Exploring Democratic Institutions 
in the United States 170 


Chapter Goals 171 


Federalism: Distribution of Power 172 

Federalism and Authorization 173 


Federalism and Accountability 173 


The Legislative Branch: Authorizing 

and Holding Accountable Public 

Officials 175 


Authorizing the Legislative Branch 176 


Holding Legislators Accountable 180 


The Executive Branch 181 


Authorizíng the Executive 182 


Holding the Executive Branch 

Accountable 185 


The Judicial Branch 188 


Authorizing the Court 188 


Holding the Court Accountable 189 


Conclusion 192 


Key Terms 193 


I CHAPTER9 


Ordering the Global System 194 


Chapter Goals 195 


Defining Global Order 197 


Formation and Demise of Global Orders 

in the Twentieth and Twenty-First 

Centuries 202 


Prelude to Global Dísorder: The Collapse of 

the Concert of Europe System 202 


Interwar Períod (1919 to 1939) 204 


The Aftermath of World War " and the Cold 

War (1945 to 1989) 207 


Challenges and Threats to the Liberal 

International Order (1990 to 2016) and 

Today's Global Order 213 


Conclusion 217 


Key Terms 218 


PART 3 Shaping Participatory Processes 220 


I CHAPTER10 


Structuring Participation 222 


Chapter Goals 223 


Democratic Frameworks 224 


Elite lheory of Democracy 225 


Partícipatory Democracy 227 


Democratizing Institutions 229 

Citizen Representatíves 232 


Direct Democracy 234 


Group Representation 236 


Self-Authorized Representatives 237 


Conclusion 240 


Key Terms 241 


CHAPTER 11 


(De)-Democratizing Political 

Regimes 242 


Chapter Goals 243 


Defining Regime Change 245 


Why Countries Adopt Democracy 248 


Modernízatíon Theory 248 


Distríbutíve Theories of Democracy 250 


Transitions frem Authoritarianism 251 


Processes of Transítion 252 


People Power in Democratization 


Processes 255 


De-Democratization in the Twenty-First 

Century 259 


Decline in Democratic Governance 261 


Populism and Democratic Erosion 262 


Conclusion 263 


Key Terms 264 


ICHAPTER12 

Participating in the U.S. Political 
System 265 


Chapter Goals 266 


What Does Participation Look Like in a 

Democracy? 267 


Factors Shaping Political 

Participation 271 


PART 4 Challenging the State 

I CHAPTER 14 


Resisting State Authority 316 


Chapter Goals 317 


Justifying Disobedience: Injustice, 

IIlegitimacy, and Obligation 318 


(1I)legítimacy of State Actions 319 


Contents 

Motivation to Partícipate 271 


Opportunity Costs 273 

Political Knowledge and Skills 274 


Mobilizatíon 274 


Participatory Distortion 276 


Lack of Resources and Participatory 


Dístortion across Class 280 


Lack of Mobilizatíon and Particípatory 


Dístortion across Gender 282 


Conclusion 286 


Key Terms 288 


I CHAPTER13 


Governing Global Politics 289 


Chapter Goals 290 


Global Citizenship: Placing Citizenship 

within the Global System 291 


Origins of Global Citizenship 292 


Exercísing Global Citizenship 294 


Global Civil Society: Civic and Political 

Engagement without Borders 298 


Origins of Global Civil Society 300 


Political Engagement within Global Cívíl 


Socíety 301 


Global Governance: InternationaJ 

Arrangements of Power 304 


Origins of Global Governance 305 


lhe Politics of Global Governance 306 


Conclusion 312 


Key Terms 313 


314 


Other Moral Oblígations 321 


Setting the Apprepriate Limits of 

Dissent 325 


Límíting Dísobedience 326 


lhe Right of Revolutíon 328 


Employing Violence 331 




Contents 

Conclusion 338 


Key Terms 338 


CHAPTER15
IMobilizing Contentious 

Politics 339 


Chapter Goals 340 


Defining Contentious Politics 342 


Contentious Politics Activities 344 


Contentious Politics Methods 347 


Why People Participate in Contentious 

Politics 350 


Political Opportunity Structure 350 


Resource Mobilization 352 


Relative Deprivation 353 


Symbolic Politics and Affect 353 


Strategizing Contentious Politics 355 


Nonviolent Resistance 356 


Political Violence 358 


Conclusion 362 


Key Terms 363 


ICHAPTER 16 


Framing Political Conflict in 

the United States 364 


Chapter Goals 365 


How Política I Parties Gain Power and Set the 


How Political Parties Mobilize 


The Role and Responsibilities of Political 

Parties in Democracy 366 


Political Agenda 367 


Citizens 368 


The Impact of Group Membership and 

Loyalty in Political Parties 369 


Glossary 414 


Notes 429 


Bibliography 458 


Credits 471 


Index 473 


How Política I Parties Shape Public 


Perceptions 370 

How Citizens' Political Attitudes Shape 


Political Party Agendas 370 


How Political Polarization Contributes to 

Democratic Erosion 373 


Affective Polarization 374 


Ideological Polarization 379 


From Polarization to Erosion 383 


Conclusion 387 


Key Terms 388 


ICHAPTER17 


Holding States Accountable 

through International Law 389 


Chapter Goals 390 


An Overview of International Law 391 


Sources of International Law 392 


Treaty Law 393 


Customary Law 396 


General Principies and Judicial 


Rulings 398 


Comparing International and Domestic 

Law 400 


Protecting Citizens during Armed 


Recognizing Citizens through Regional 


Advancing the Rights of Citizens through 

International Law 402 


Conflíct 402 


Courts 404 


Recognizing Citizens through the 


International Criminal Court 407 


Conclusion 412 


Key Terms 413 





