
"Most methodology books focus on the dry nuts and bolts ofempirical inquiry, 
and often fail to provide an engaging pedagogical context for undergraduates. 
1his book is different. By embedding methodological discussions within the 
context of important substantive questions, this volume conveys the science 
of politics in action. I only wish that such a book were available when I was 
a student." 

Howard Lavine, Arleen C. Carlson Professor o/Polítical Science, 
University o/Minnesota 

"Malici and Smith do two things we rarely see in research methods texts: they 
cover the rich, broad spectrum of empirical approaches in the discipline and 
they convey these techniques through first-hand examples. 1he resuir is a book 
that is engaging, accessible, and uniquely valuable to political science students 
and instructors." 

Francis Neely, Associate Professor, San Francisco State University 

"1he timelY update of Malici and Smith's book helps students understand 
how political scientists investigate real-world problems using a fuH spectrum 
of methodological tool sets. It continues the previous edition's one-of-a-kind 
storytelling approach that makes polítical science research approachable, rel­
evant, and even fun. It will be welcomed by both teachers and students of 
political science research methods alike." 

Yi Edward Yang, Professor o/Polítical Science, James Madison University 
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