
Routledge Research in Comparative Politics 

Minimum Wage Regimes 
StatutoJ)' Regulation, Collective Bargaining and Adequate Leveis 
Edited by lrene Dingeldey, Damian Grimshaw and Thorsten Schulten 

The Power of Opposition 
How Legislative Organization Influences Democratic Consolidation 
Simone Wegmann 

Regulators as Agenda-Setters 
How National Agencies Shape Public Issues 
Edoardo Guaschino 

Differentiated lntegration Beyond Brexit 
Revisiting Cleavage Perspective in Times of Multiple Crises 
Alexander Radunz and Ralal Riedel 

Coalition Politics in Central Eastern Europe 
Goveming in Times of Crisis 
Edited by Torbjorn Bergman, Gabriel/a Ilonszki and Johan Hellstrom 

Collegial Democracy versus Personal Democracy 
'We' the People ar '1' the People? 
Edited by Chen Friedberg and Gideon Rahat 

Pandemic-Era Civil Disorder in Post-Communist EU Member States 
Joanna Rak 

British and American Electoral PoHtics in the Age of Neoliberalism 
Parallel Trajectories 
Gerald Sussman 

For more information about this series, please visit: https: //www.routledge.comIRoutledge-Research­
io-Com parative-Pol itics/boo k-series/CP 

British and American 
Electoral Politics in the 
Age of N eoliberalism 
Parallel Trajectories 

Gerald Sussman 

I~ ~~o~;!;~~~up 
LONDON AND NEW YORK 

https://www.routledge.comIRoutledge-Research


First published 2025 
by Routledge 
4 Park SqLlare, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4RN 

and by Routledge 
605 ThirdAvenue, New York, NY 10158 

Routledge is an imprint ofthe Taylor & Francis Group, an informa business 

© 2025 Gerald Sussman 

The right of Gerald Sussman to be identified as author ofthis work has been 
asserted in accordance with sections 77 and 78 ofthe Copyright, Designs 
and Patents Act 1988. 

Ali rights reserved. No part of this book may be reprinted or reproduced or 
utilised in any form or by any electronic, mechanical, or other means, now 
known or hereafter invented, including photocopying and recording, or in For Joel Eric Myron (1945­
any information storage or retrieval system, without permission in writing (1948-2024), friends and co from the publishers. 

dedication to working peopl Trademark notice: Product or corporate names may be trademarks or 
registered trademarks: and are used only for identification and explanation 
without intent to infringe. 

British Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data 
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library 

ISBN: 978-1-032-59022-6 (hbk) 
ISBN: 978-1-032-62711-3 (pbk) 
ISBN: 978-1-032-62712-0 (ebk) 

DOI: 10.4324/9781032627120 

Typeset in Times New Roman 
by Apex Co Vantage, LLC 



Contents 


A cknowledgments ix 


1 Introduction: The Neoliberal Wave 
Genesis ofNeoliberalism 1 

Mythology ofthe Free Market 5 

Rejection ofCorporate Capitalism 6 

The UK- US Neoliberal Offensive 8 

Social Mobiljty 11 

Neoliberalism as Politics and 


Políticalldeology 13 

Social Protections 18 

Comparative Polítical Culture 23 

Globalization 31 

ff'hy Study These Two Countries Comparatively? 33 


2 The Neoliberal Transformation of Politics 43 


The Neoliberal State 45 

Neoliberal Elections 48 

lnequality 51 

Privatization, Corporatization, and 


Public Policy 54 

Democracy as Social Distribution 56 


Wealth, Poverty, and Class 60 

Debt, Job Preearity, and Realignment 62 

Healthy Societies 65 

Educationfor Democracy 70 

lncarceration: Null(fying Representation 72 


Civil Society and State Legitimacy 74 

The Challenge ofldentity Polittes 80 




viii Contents 

3 	 The Construction of the New Voter 
The Pernicious Practices ofGerrymandering and 

Voter Exclusion 86 
Media/Social Media and Technology in 

Political Campaigns 96 
Polítical Technology and Speech Rights 96 
Commercial News Media and Elections 103 
Social Media and Electioneering 109 

Polling as Legitimation 116 

Fundraising as Free Speech 119 

Electoral Disenfranchisement 122 


4 	 Comparative Electoral Politics: The Neoliberal 
Institutional Matrix 
Comparing US and UK Campaign Structures 125 
Professionalization and Industrialization 

ofPolitics 131 
Financialization and Corruption ofAmerican and 

British Politics 143 
Revolving Doors 150 
The Business ofGovernment ls Business 156 

Think Tanks and the Military-lndustrial Complex 164 
Corporate Hegemony 172 

5 	 ChaIlenges to the Status Quo, 2016-2022 
The Rise and Fali ~fJeremy Corbyn and 

Bernie Sanders 177 
The Lurch to lhe Right: Johnson and Trump 185 
The 2020 Presidential Campaign Spectacle 192 
UK and US Politics Ahead 195 

6 	 Conclusion: Neoliberal Politics and the Future of 
Transatlantic Democracy 

References 

lndex 


85 

Acknowledgments 

Many people pave the way for the 
ous individuaIs who deserve recogJ 

125 	 kindnesses in helping me see the p 
stimulating discussions along the , 
Portland State University who help 
enabled me to take multiple trips t 
and conducting the many intervie~ 
polítical system. 

MarIa Berger, a great friend, vo 
editor's eye. Shelly Chabon, a wam 
istrator, helped me through a rougl 
when my previous department was 
alism. Evguenia Davidova is a co' 
about the manuscript, inc1uding its 

175 	 and coffee-drinking paI with whorr 
national films and global affairs o 
passed away, Vinny Mosco and JO( 

moral leaders from whom I have I 

power, communication technology. 
Daniel Sussman, my son, and : 

kin as well as sharp debaters with , 
ideas. My sister, Muriel , provided 
Greg Schrock has been a great cc 

198 N ohad Toulan, my former dean, WI 

ing who showed how capable ind 
trust. Dominic Wring, an old friend 203 
ical insights in comparing British a:233 

Finally, I wish to thank Routled 
well as the many British and Ame 
cials, academics, political consulta 
of whom are cited in the text, who 


