
PANDEMIC AND CRISIS 
OF DEMOCRACY 

Biopolitics, Neoliberalism, and 
Necropolitics in Bolsonaro's Brazil 

André Duarte 

I~ ~~o~;~;n~~~up 
NEW YORK AND LONDON 



r 


Cover image: Gabriela Biló/ Estadia Conteúdo 

First published 2023 
by Routledge 
605 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10158 

and by Routledge 
4 Park Square, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 4RN 

Routledge ís an imprillt é?l lhe Taylor & Francis Group, (lU i/!fMma busitless 

2023 André Duarte 

The right of André Duarte to be identified as author of this work has To Maria Rita, been asserted in accordance with sections 77 and 78 of the Copyright, 
Designs and Patents Act 1988. 

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reprinted ar 
reproduced or milísed in any torm or by any electronic, mechanicaL 
or other meallS, now known or hereafter invented, including 
phot,::>()p1(mg and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval 
system, permisslOn in writing frorn the publishers. 

7hldemark liMite: Product or corporatt" names 
or registered trademarks, anel are used only for 
explanation without intent to infringe. 

Catalogitlg-íll-PublicatÍlm Data 
has been requested 

ISBN: 978-1-032-28161-2 (hbk) 
ISBN: 978-1-032-28160-5 (pbk) 
ISBN: 978-1-003-29552-5 (ebk) 

DOI: 10.4324/9781003295525 

Typeset in Bembo 
by codeMantra 



r 

CONTENTS 


Acknowledgments 	 xi 


Introduction 

1 The image ofhell: Understanding Brazil's pandemic 

under Bolsonaro 14 


The horror. the horror. 

Fiaío1/alizing Brazíl: híopolítics, neoliberalism and necyopolitics iH a 


.. 14 


/1n essay toward understanding Bolsollaro's political 22 


nutshell 29 


2 	 Biopolitics, neoliberalisll1, necropolitics and the crisis of 

democracy 39 


Biopolitics and the contemporary crisis (~f democracy 39 


Neoliberalism and lhe crisís of democracy 47 


Necropolitical matters 55 


Biopolitics and neolíberalism under the f!.uídatlCe 58 


3 	 Brazil 's pathway to hell 66 


a<'SllÍrlsf corruvtíotl and the ríse Brazílían far-ríght 67 


The shaviM qf Bo/sonara as Brazil's major neocot1 leader 72 




x Contents 

Neo)cotlserlJatt'lJe ídentifications: the phantasmatic ideal cf the 

Good Cilizen 74 


Bolsonarism: a jàr-right jànatíc mass movemetlt and its ideo{Mícal 


propaRanda 78 
 ACKNOWL 
4 	 Bolsonaro's power apparatus 94 


Bolsonaro's biopolítical and neoliberal strate.eíes 94 


Bolsonaro's necropolítics 103 


BolsonaroJs polítical standpoínl: toU/ard democracy? 110 


Bolsonaro's derlial ofpoUlícs as a política! strategy 115 


Brazilian dernocracy in the ICU 119 


5 	 Rcthinking dcmocracy 130 


Reconsideríl1g democracy and its contemporary darlgers 130 


This book i~Democracy as paU/er ~f the demos 133 


Hannah L1rendt and the "right to have r~,<hts" 137 


Toward a po/ítícal-peiformatíve understanding C!f democracy 143 


Plural allíances 148 


lndex 	 161 


hna Ld.Hl:;l1UI, 

Bueno, Máno 
bnd BOllcsi. At 


