Who's Black
and Why7

A Hidden Chapter from the
Eighteenth-Century Invention of Race

EDITED BY
Henry Louis Gates, Jr.,

and Andrew S. Curran

C,-_\__,J

THE BELKNAP PRESS OF
HARVARD UNIVERSITY PRESS

Cambridge, Massachusetts
London, England 2022



Copyright © 2022 by Henry Louis Gates, Jr., and Andrew S. Curran
All rights reserved
Printed in the United States of America

First printing
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Gates, Henry Louis, Jr, editor. | Curran, Andrew S., editor.

Title: Who's black and why? : a hidden chapter from the eighteenth-century
invention of race / edited by Henry Louis Gates, Jr. and Andrew S. Curran.

Description: Cambridge, Massachusetts : The Belknap Press of Harvard University
Press, 2022. | Includes bibliographical references and index.

Identifiers: LCCN 2021036013 | ISBN 9780674244269 (cloth)

Subjects: LCSH: Académie royale des sciences (France) | Racism in anthropology—
Europe—History—18th century. | Scientific racism—Europe—History—
18th century. | Black race—Color—Europe—History—18th century. |
Black race—Color—Europe—Public opinion—History—18th century. |
Europeans—Attitudes—History—18th century. | Racism—France—
Bordeaux (Nouvelle-Aquitaine)

Classification: LCC GN27 .C38 2022 | DDC 305.8009409/033—dc23

LC record available at https:/lccn.loc.gov/2021036013


https://lccn.loc.goV/2021036013

CONTENTS

Preface: Who's Black and Why?

Note on the Translations

PART 1

O 0o NN R W N

ot - = -
o &~ & B B o

Introduction: The 1741 Contest on the “Degeneration”

of Black Skin and Hair
Blackness through the Power of God
Blackness through the Soul of the Father
Blackness through the Maternal Imagination
Blackness as a Moral Defect
Blackness as a Result of the Torrid Zone
Blackness as a Result of Divine Providence
Blackness as a Result of Heat and Humidity
Blackness as a Reversible Accident
Blackness as a Result of Hot Air and Darkened Blood
Blackness as a Result of a Darkened Humor
Blackness as a Result of Blood Flow
Blackness as an Extension of Optical Theory
Blackness as a Result of an Original Sickness
Blackness Degenerated
Blackness Classified

Blackness Dissected

ix

XV

44
47
68
70
82
89
96
99
105
111
114
121
141
158
168
184



CONTENTS

PART I1

Introduction: The 1772 Contest on “Preserving” Negroes
1 A Slave Ship Surgeon on the Crossing
2 A Parisian Humanitarian on the Slave Trade

3 Louis Alphonse, Bordeaux Apothecary, on the Crossing

Select Chronology of the Representation of Africans and Race
Notes

Acknowledgments

Credits

Index

viii

193
200
211

221

231
245
291
295
297



