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PREFACE 

Who's Black and Why? 

yOl! some returns for fa\(lr~, li) ,,'11 

that strange in 'btllrç. the (,1lI';;,' of t h(~ 

but I am afraid that this will come too late for a s 

Problem vrovosed bv the Academv of Bordeaux, 

I.etter from Dr. Jol1l1 M'lchc~l, Ilr t'lba 

rdlo\\ ur t he Ro) 2 

IN 1739, the members of Bordeaux's Royal Acac'" 

determine the subject of the 1741 pril.e U)l11pt'tii i()nt~ 

case, the topic they chose was constructed in tllt' fo 

is the physical cause of the Negro's (olor, the- (l11a1 
and the degeneration of hoth hair and :-k 
longer description of the contest that later appeared i 
the academy's members were intereskJ in re\..t:Ívi 

would solve the riddle of lhe- African varietv's distir 
really nr,v\,....­

tions. The 
Question was more f~,,. ,.~.wh;," V1///llt did 

the Bordeaux Academy, or any ::;..:i..:n\ d1 ..... ::t.";Hk 

lenged Europe's savants to explain the 

particular type o[human being. 


